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Mavor

leade for
help with

oilsands
boom

. BOBWEBER
THE CamnaDiar PrEss

LFORT McMURRAY

: elissa Blake i3 quite
’ posgibly - the  only
. leader in Canzda who

says there may be wo much
growth in her community.

. Blake, the mayoy of the Woed
Buffalo municipdlity ar the
heart of Albertd's exploding
oiflsands  development,  said
Maonday the provineial govern-
ment and the ererpy industry
must srart paying o mirigate
the impact in theFort MeMur-
£y area or mnsxdez putiing on
the brakes,

 "Theay need to have a4 broader
perspecrive whern they'rs paing
into their deliberations in sup-
port or non-suppért of particy-
lar projects,” she s;aid.

: Maonday was the first chance
for lawyers representing Wi
Ruffela ko appear bafore 2 regu-
latory beard thal will rule on the
latest proposal for Alberms lu-
crative oilsands — Suncor’s sp-
hillien  Voyageur project. But
even gs they made thelr argu-
ments, Blake sald inan interview
that Fort MeMurray is alveady
“financially unsustainable.”

i The popmlation has more
rhan doubled o nearly 75,000
in nina years, and the prospect
of another

!
|
|

s100 billion
in oilsands
davelop-
ment over
the  next
decade
means  the
city just
cart keep
up.

“To  ask

us (o take
on o &400-
gs00  mil-
lisn more
in financial
projects
with  our
revenues
= I comid-
o't even tell
you  how
many times
aver  we'd
have to in-
crease  the
taxes,"
Blake said.

Waod Buffaly's submission
to the Alberia Energy and Utili-
ties Boarnd said Voyageur would
only add oil to the firs,

“Decpite aclmowladging that
procesding with the project as
proposed will contribute to tho
existing problems, Suncor doos
not offer any adequate or tapgi-
bie solutions . . . The applicant
must 2o part of the solution to
the socio-economic problems
created or exacerbated hy the
projece.”

The submission points oot
that “Foct Mae” already has 2
shortfall of nearly 3,000 homes,
1% police officers and two public
schools, Ity assrult te is nearly

twice the provincial average; its
drug offences are triple,

Population continues 1o grow
ot about 10 per cent & yean A
fve-minute drive up Franklin
Averue yielded licence plares
from eight provinces,

The city needs 3 new water
treatment plant, police siation,
recreation centre and fire hall.

One report astimates the area

will need sr2 billion in infra.
sfructre 0 aceommodae
grawth — costs that continu-
aily inflate because of the over-
heated economy that makes
them necessary in the fst
place,

Blake said time = growing
short far someone to step up to
the plate with a =olution.

See QGLESANDS, Paci Y7

FROM D1

OILSANDS: At what cost?

“If it talees threa weeks (the length of
the hearings), thot's great,” the mayor
said, “If it takes three months, that's
O, too, What it can't tuke is three

Yoars.”

Extra funding from industry may
liave to be part of the answer, she sug-

gegted,

“1 think that there is crobably an ele-
ment of that that may come into #"

The pace of oilsands development is
also speeding chead of Alberta's abii-
ity to compensate for the envirenmen-
tal destruction it causes, said Chris
Saverson-Baker of the Pembina Insti-
tute, which also appeared before the

hearing Monday.

Land is being chewed up by oilsands
mining faster than it can be reclaimed

ey,
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or compensated [or by the creation of
pravedted aveas, he said,

“The pace of development 5 some-
thing that hias ta be put on the rable,

“Evern if there is. .. enhancad recia-
maliop going oo, :Im:es a point at
which the boreal forest can't tolerate
that amount of mpact that quickly”

Although reclamation is ongoing,
Severson-Baker points qut thar after
30 years of ojisands mining, no land
has been declared fully restored.

“There's been no evidence of a com-
pany being able to restore boreal for-
est affer it's been mined.”

The municipality and the institute
are only two of the recent voices call-
ing for olisands development o be
slowed,

The area's health region has made
simuilir requests, as have logal aborigi-
nal groups. Last waealk, fopmer premisy
and Alberta icon Peter Lougheed

Calgary Herald Archive
No company has been able to
restore boreal forest after mining
it, a spokesman for the Pembina
Institute told a hearing Monday.

[ muldn 3
even fell you
how many
times over
we'd have 1o
increase the
fanes

Weoon BurraLa
MAYOR
MEL15SA BrLakE

joined the eall,

But 3uncor spokeswoman Darcie
TPrark said delaying or stopping ollsands
projects won't aecessarily salve the
probiems.

“There will be fewer taxes and royal-
ey avaiable for the funding of vital

infrastriocture,” she said, “It would be [

harder for companies to invast in envi-

ronmental innovations and technolo- :

Eles”

Park sald Supcor is cautious about jame

demands that it directly fond munici- |
pal infrastructure, even if it's partly
their employess causing the increased
demand,

“Industry should de what industry
does best, which is w0 werk o respon- X
sibly develop the resource,” she said.
"Governments should do what they do
best, which iz to identify needs for
pullic funding and provide the fund-
mg”
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Critics label
"(;Ntl"‘l F1I80M
‘Band-Aid’ fix

JASON FEKETE
CaALGARY MERALD
aciy  prowing  de-
mands o fix crum-
pling  schools, the
Klein government has
anpoupeed gi¥o mil-
lmn in new education [unding
'— inciuding sme milior to
-alleviate maintenance woes —
Jur the injection i bemng
called “not nearly enough” by
school boards and opposition
‘parries.

Fresh from rl;e provinee's
announcemean: of an $8.7-bil-
Jion surplug for the last Nscal
year, Ecueanon Minisier Gene
IZwozdesky unveiled the new

cnsh Mopday in Calsary, in-
cluding 261 million for opera-
tional funding, on top of the
st mitlion to repair schools,
“This will help move along
Kalanl prujecrs that we know
Rt neressary in QJ’.L[{..L WO con-

-----

tinue having excellent school
facilities throughoutr the pro-
vince" Zwozdesky suid &t the
McDougall Centre after meet-
ing with the Tory caucus for
several hours,

“The monies will be spread
out across tha provinee where
the highest needs exist, and wa
are abundantly aware that in-
cludes Calgary”

It remains uncertain how
much money i coming
Calgary's way, as a list of
specific  projects  receiving
funding won't be released until
Zwozdesky is able o speak
with the school boards,

SEESCHQOLS, Pacr A7

FROM Al
SCHOOLS: ‘Won't take

care of our problems’

Calgary's public gnd Catholi:
boards are saddled with a
miintenance backlog totzlling
more thar s500 million, ineled-
ing 5425 million for the Calgary
Board of Education

Culpury board trustea Pat
Cochrane said she's “pleased”
to receive any new dollars, but
added the newly anncunced
funding won't be naarly
enougl, “Well apply it o
whers It's most needed, but wa
need more and we need 2 long-
torm plan,” Cochrane told re-
parters, “It won't take care of
our problems.”

The sio million has been
earmarked for major replace-
ment repairs, such as hoilers,
roofs, floers and  windows,
Zwozdesky  sald.  Combined
with 58 million already an-
nounesd, 4 toral of s200 million

=,
oy JE RIS,

Car (.:ARY’ i
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will be spent this fiscal year on
major fxes gerass Alberta,

The #6: millon in opera-
tional funding will po to elass-
room msirpetiosal Supports,
including:

B 528 milliog for meeting class-
S1Ee nitint)ves;

M 56,5 million for base instruc-
tion  grans (per-student
@ranta;

W &0 milion for general day-to-
day mainenangce, such as light-
ing, hearing and eustodial stath
M i3 million for severely dis-
abled studerts; and

W sz million for English ag a2

second language instruction,
Zwozdesky said the rora]

funding package will ensure

Yo contiong to have the best-
funded education system any-
where in Canada.

But the prohizms are mount-
ing. The Calgary Board of Edu-
cation is eyeing 2 sga-miliion
rebuild and facelift at Western
Canada High School, while
Marlborough  Elementary —
closed this yedr amid fears its
roof could rollapss — will un-
dergo sz2.3 million in repairs. [o

T M Ml A

total, there are 5o public
schools in Calgary that need
axtensive work on their roofs,
Cachrane said.

Last month, Zwozdesky was
aven broadsided by one of ais
Tory colleagues over the statse
of Alberta's schaols.

Dave Hancock, who is seek-
ing to replace Premier Ralph
Klein as leader of the provin-
cial Thries, criticized the edn-
cation minister for failing to
comme up With more money for
the province's schoals,

On Monday, the opposition

Liberals welcomed the unex-
vected s6r million for opera-
tiopal funding saying “iv will
help 2 lot” However, Deputy
Leader Dave Tavior assailed
the maintenznce dollars as “not
nearly enough”

“This continues to be Band-
Ald fanding,” Tavlor said, “It's a
drop in the bucket.”

Zwozdesky said a thres-year
maintenanée  funding  plen
%i}ﬁaly will be unveiled in the

all.

SFERETEITHEMERALD.CANWESTSOM

i UNLISENSED REFRODUCTION FROHIBITED / REPRODUCTICN INTERDITE SANS PERMIS &

25

2ha718



JUL-11-2888 B3 16 CBE COMMUNMICATIONS 43 294 3172 F.E6
JUL-11-06 0G:20AM  FROM-BOWDENS PRINT 403-245-3827 T-882 P.i1/i6  F-GO7
. | i e "1 order/Commande
* : \
% The Calgary Herald (Calgary, AB)

i 60363

Date 11.07.2006

Bov;dens

cire. 112128 page Aﬁi 1;2

* ** Made in CHINA

' Second na series

Chlnese flock to
English schools

. i

. AILEEN McCABE Public servants and government Stréer marker will you hear a ca- j
i CAMWEST NEWS SERvICE officisls are flocking w language cophony of Enplish spoken, hut even |
BEMING . schools In response fo government that is deceptive. :

. igh up in a faceless skysoraper
: in ¢ne of the endless suburbs
of the Chinese capital, a pa-
" tient Alexe Berteip gives his spiel,
- “The No, 1 kest way © learn Eng-
- lish? Go to Canada, Go e Epgland,
- Go o Angtpaiia
[t the best advice he can give, the
voung filmmaker from Saskatoon
o 5aYS before switehing o fluent Man-
T darin to cajole his do or so studenrs
© toy absindon the back rows and move
© closerto the bleekboard.
The tearded Berteig ls one of ap
ever-increasing . army  of expats
- teseling English on a part-time basis
- to & Chinese population hungry to
+ tAp inta the oppartuniries avaiiable
"0 anyone who masters the language
_ of Bhakespeare.
Currently, an cstimated 300 mil-
lon Chinese are working on their

- ABCs == that's roughly equal 1o the-

" population of the Uaited States,

Ire his 24 yemrs in China, Berteig
. BAYS, 20,000 students have sat in his
clagses, trying o polish their English
skills.

They are boning vp [or state Eng-
lish-language cxams, doing a crash
eourse before studyirg abroad or
just hoping to move ahead in a job
whare English is an assst,

encouragement 1o improve their
English skills,

Maore and more students age also
looking ahead to the Olympics in Bel-
jing in 2008 and the World BExpo in
Shanghai inn 20t0, and heping o learn
enough English to land o job atone or
bonly, aecarding o Zhou Chengpang,
ganjor vice-president of the New Ori-
ental School, the largest Eaglishi-lun-
guage raininy group in China with
20 Branches in Beijing alone.

“Right now we Dave 300,000 sta-
dents, kids and adults studying spo-
ken and written English snd prep-

ping for tests)” Zhou boasts from his
impressive corporate office over-
looking the city.

In China, children start learning
English in primary school as patt of
the regular currictlum, but much
like spany Ganadizns who study
French in school, not a 1ot seems to
stick,

You capnot get into a taxi In Bel-
iing and expect the driver to under-
stand an English address. Bven to go
somewhere as basie as the airport
you need to give him an address
written in Chinese. Nor can you nec-
essarily order 2 meal in English and
get anything close to what vou want,

Only in the eity's famous Sille

The merchants quickly rust cut of
patter once they have made their
pitch. “Hello lady, want Armant
jeans”

But Zhou insists that is changing
among young people who are be-
coming much move familiar with
English on the Internet and from the
pirated English movies and CDs that
are chenp and readily available on
EVery majoe sueet corner,

He admits they have trouble with
the slang, but says the grammar
comes easily for most Chinese stu-
dants.

“They ara good at memorizing” he
laughs.

For she spoken word, the school
relies on iaboratory worl, the mo-
notoneus repatition of words and
phrases on ta tape,

Short of travelling abroad to hone
rnelr skills, Bertely also suggests his
students try to make an English
friend or latch on 1o 4 ourist,

At New Oriental Schoal, studen:s.

Fay 570 to 5215 for 3 forelzn language
course and, besides English, they
have 3 choiee of learning Jepuness,
French, Korean or itaiinn,

“But we find they believe English
12 much more important,” 210w says.
“Ir's more helpfuf in China now, and
that is what they study”

I MRS "

2 1
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. . Peter Parks, AFP-Gatty Images
Schoal children in China start tearning English in primary grades,
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- Klein puts off decision
on more bonus bucks

He'dlike to see
‘a second round
it money is there’

‘JASON FEKETE
CALGARY HERALD

! remyier Ralph Klein retzeated
. Monday from musings hiz gov-
i ernrnent would issue & gecond
round of prospetity cheques, saying
:cabinet has litle appetite for tham,

i A final decision could be delayed
‘until fail, he sajd.

Klein's backpedalling follows weseks
of criticism from his Tory caucus and
severa] of the eandidates for his crown,
who say repairing eruembling schools
and building new ones should be the
.top priority.

“Tt'e my sense that the whole thing
will be deferved or set over to the fall
Sorne ftme =0 that we will have a betrer
gmndle on how much money we'll have
1o deal with it Klein told reporters at
his apintal Stampede breskfast at the
MeDaugall Cenrre,

“Canens will waar o sort out the
wather prioriies and then find out what's
doft over”

Tha pramier wouldn't, howavar, rule
out more rebares ke the sqo0 cheques
dished vut to Albertans earclier (his
year at a cost of stz billion w the pro-
vineial treasuty.

They're “still & possibility” he said.

“If the money is there, [ would like to
'distribute it.”

Wlein said earlier this vear thar more

bonuses were “likelyn” and reiterated
his preference for them a few weeks
agc when s government announced
a record annuil surphus of $8.2 billion,

Add iy the pebates and the swrplus
totatled abaut sie billion, of which 522
bijlion has vet ro be allocated.

But some of the seven candidates for
(L Gonservative leadership lave des

nounced his wish to offer more cash
back to Albertans, pointing to the
crush of infrastruc-

ture demands fac-

ing sehiool boards,

Calgary's public
and Cathelic
boards  together
have a defarred
maintenanca back-
log of more than
sso0 million,

“It was a bad pol-
ey last vear, it's a
bad policy now
ang it will be a bad
policy in future
yvears,” said lender-
ship hopeful Ted Mortan. I would like
e ot it to bad once and forever”

Morton argued the cost of 1 second
round of rabates would impeds future
governments' decisions. He also sug-
gested rhe first round was poodly co-
ceived by many Tories and was a fae-
tor in Klein's crippling leadership re-
VIew vote last spring.

The premier said he now wants to
walt for the first-guarer fiseal update,
which is expected in late snmmer or
early fall, before caucus makes a deci-
sion on more so-called Ralphbucks,

jim Dinning, a former treasuter in
rhe Klein povernment and early front-

runner in the race, saigd he "wouldn't e
to prosperity cheques,” arguing there
ave far better ways to spend public dol-
lars, including investing in schools,
parks and culture.

“Those are longer-lasting, bigger-
dividend-paying payoffs . . . rather than
the instantaneous, one-time hit of a
prosperity cheque,” Dinning said Mon-

day at the breealfast.

Pellow [eadership aspirent Mark
Worris said he'd “never” issue the re-
bates, insisting the next premier should
“alimtinate the expectations” by eyaft-
ing a detuiled plan for how surplus dol-
larswill e spent,

Klein does, howsver, have several
lackers in his cauecss, neluding
Haalth Minister Iris Evans and Fi-
nance Mipister Shivley MeClellan,
who boih satd the chegues were popu-
lar with their constituents,

The premier added he dossn't care
that his decision on the bonuses coutd
saddle the next leader with great ex-
pectations and expenses.

¥It's no my problem,” he said,

Klein also quipped that he often
wondeps why those seaking his job
would want all the pressure,

“You get a lot of free dinners, byr af-
ter that you get sort of tired — espe-
ctally when you cuit drinking, Then it's
not fup atall,” he joked.

*I don't know wliy they would want
to da it, other thap the power and the
glory, I guess.”

Aslked why he's stayed in the job for
neacly {4 years, Klein said: “T wake up in
the morning and I say, *“Why am 1 hera?”
And it’s because I'm not all there”

JFEK‘ETE@JTHEHEF?ALE?.I’:ANWEST.EDM
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Ifsnormy
prohlem

"

PREMIER
Rarew Kifin,
OMSADDLING

HIS SUCCESSOR
WITH THE
EXPEMNSE GF
REBATE CHEQUES

fpéabH

o i Mikae! Wedstrom, Calgary Herald
Ralph Klein flips flapiacks for the final time as premier during his annual
Stampede pancake breakfast Monday at the McDougall Centre, Whether
- e Klein can also serve up more Raiphbucks is a bilion-dolfar guestion.
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OLSEN

(A LGARY'S EYE
BCRTA PoLITies

(’)N

CALGARY

: edidn't get pled.
H Ne disgruntled loali-
2an piving Ralph Kleina

banana cream send-off from his
final Premier's Pancake Break-

fast ar the MeDougall Centre,

. Onthecontrary, it was some-
thipgofa love-in.

Peaple lined up in front of the
premies to shake his land, geta
ploto or have himsipn some-
thing,
© More than mest of the “leste”
that Klein is experiencing as his
time as provineiaiiader winds
down, the annzal Stampede
Flapinci Aip was anevent of
same histary and emotion.

" The premier was in good
spiriss, cheekily wiondering
why any of the contenders for
hisjob would want ir,

© “They get 3 lot of fres dine
ners, but after shat you gel sont
of tired — aspecially when you
guitdrinking, then it's not funat
ail,” he said. [ don't know why
they would want to do i, other
than power ond the slory, [
guens,”

{ The Stampede gathering has
itypically been the list southern
Aldborimeet of Tory MLAS

before the summer schaduieof
barbecnes, rodeos md golf

i
|

|
|

RICTIAENTS.

Something of importance
usuably comes our of it

Thursday was to follow tradi-
tion, with some hard ralkon
school construetion und prog-
perity cheques.

Execept, the morning session
was taken up by digcussion of
the upeoming Tory leadership
race and whether Alberta needs
another provineizl park.

That would be near
Cochirane, atz costof 520 mil-

lion.

Therae's a clamour over med-
ical wait lists and leaky school
roafs, yer the morning was dad-
icated to the nessassity or not of
a new park. That was the “for-
ward-loolng” portion of the
agenda, apparently:

Some MLAs figured the
provinee is flush encughte do
parks, schools and prosperity
cheques, even as Finance Min-
ister Shirley McCleitan gave her
standard warning tharnararal
gas prices are bound to tank
eventuully,

Then there was debate on
whether the Prograssmve Con-
servative Party of Alberta
should eover the cost of renting
yvenues ineach constituency 1o
facilitate the leadership vote in
the fall.

For some raason, the meaty
mattors of eapital worls didn't
getgoing until rp.am, whena
one-lwo presentation began,
courtesy Edneation Minister
Gene Zwozdesky and associate
Infrastrucrure Minisier Barry
MeFarland.,

The subtext of all of it wes the
prosperity cheques. The sub-
text of thar was the leadership

race. Most MLAS are lined up
behind one of the wannabes for
Klein's job. None of these
would-he replacements are
warm to the idea of more ¢ash
dividends to Alber-

TALS, TReAnIng sit-

ting members of

caucus are torn

between Ralph and

whoever is next.

Ralphloses.

Going i, Klein
seemed tempered
when it cameto
whether Albertans
would ses anather
round of prosperity
cheques.

itwasupto
MLAg, who would
first e given a run-
down of the pressing infra-
structure needs, ha said.

“When they see the list rela-
tive to other capital projects,
they might have some coneerns
about jssuing a prosperity
¢heque at this time,” said Klein,

zue Zwozdesky and McFar-
land.

It was alenpgthy list of
schools, school upgrades, med-
ieal facilities, leisure ¢antees,
roads, highway overhanis
gvery demand from every ¢or-
ner of the province.

Inthe end, lein's prosperity
bonus plan, Parz IT, gor puntsd
right off the agenda, to bare-
censidercd in the fall, perhaps
with money drawn from this
year's surplus.

Ralph wasn't zalking at day's

end, and it fell to Zwozdesky to
deliver some naws on educa-
tioT.

The Tories approved sito mil-

ng Ralph flips final ﬂap]aCE B

Lo for hacklopged education
upgrades, such as roofs, boilers,
doors and windows.

“That's for the entire
provinceof Alberta,” said
Zwozrdesky.

Sounds like alotof
cash, but hare's the con-
test — the Calgary public
systemn alone figures it
has s450 million in peed-
ed upgrades,

Still, the board wasnt
criticizing anything 15
chump change,

“It sounds like the min-
ister went in and made
his case,” said trustes Pat
Cochirane, "It's a start, but
itdoesn't come close to
what weneed inthelong

term.”

Calgary Liberal MLA Dave
Taylor was less impressed, mil-
lions of daliars or no, supgest-
ing Gene didn’t fight hard
enougil.

*“Whar's wrong with
Zwozdesly? I'm plad he erossed
aver to the Tories,” said Tavlor,
ashorat Zwoz's previous lile as
aliberai MLA.

Bur really, Zwozdesky did just
aboutas well a5 could be
expected.

He cajoled s Band-ald solu-
tion cut of his government col-
lespuss, which will allow
schools to limp alonguntita
new Tory leader and alaroader
education blueprinr is inplace,
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[don'tknow
why they
would want .
to doit, other f
than power
- and the glorv,
: - [euess
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