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Leftinthe lurch

AUTISM # Re: "Court right not
1o impose autism tregrment
obligation,” Editorial, fuly n.

As a parent of an autistic
child, I found your editoriai in-
suiting and offensive. My -
vear-oid spent three years after
age gix in & publicly funded .
sehool system that sure as hell
didrrt offer “therapeutic” pro- :
grams designed to meet his i
nesds, :

Ha moved clagsrooms and
schools four times in $free years, :
there was little cantinuity of pro- i
gramming, and we got the fesi- -
ing he and other equatly affeeted :
children were being Wware-
housed, After researching the i
aptions, we made the painfully !
sxpensive decision, as many par- :
ents with autistic children do, 1o
fiapd bis educaticn ourselves,

He goes to a school where
mne-on-ona therapy is helping
him maximize his potential :
[Inisss you can't see the bane- E
fits of meaningful intervention
at any age, and can't understand
that the alternative is earlier
and longer institutional cara for I
these kids at a much greatar
coat to soctety, and unless :
you've not heard any of the sta- i
ristics surrounding the ingrease ‘
inautiern diagnoses, please
don't tell me thar Ontario par-
ents aren't being laft high and
dry. 1 think they are being hung
ot to dry.

Karen Schwgighardt, Calgary
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: School stafflaunch
& * *
advertising blitz

LIVINGSTONE RANGE * The union rep-
resenting support staff in the Living-
stona Range School Division of south-
western Alberta has faunched an adver-
tising blitz to spur action on contract
negatistions.

The Canadizn Union of Pullic Empioy-
2es has purchased radio and newspa-
per ads suggesting what conditions
would be like in schools if support jols
are contracted out in the fuitire.

- CUPE reprezants about 105 sehool
custodians, bus drivers, teacher assis- i
tants and library technicians in i
Claresholm, Fort Macleod and the ’
Crowsnast Fass aréa. Union members
voted BE per cent in favour of strike ac-
fion last month.

The dispute ceriras anjob security, !
wages and health and pension benefils. i

Support staff have heen without o
contract since lune 2008,
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chools
to hire

teachers,

do repairs

Trustees thankful for cash infusion,
but demand stable funding

KIM GUTTORMSON
- CaLGARY HERALD

long-awaited cash

infusion from the

provines will pay

for up t0 65 new

tmychers and allow
the Calgary Board of Educa-
tion to repair laaking roofs and
drafty windows, trustees said
Tuesday.

Rur they say the povernpment
atill needs to come up with a
leroy-term pian for funding that
will allow school koards to
depl with rapalr backlogs, in-
eluding the CBE's s426-million
maingnance deficit

“Wiat we'd really like to see
is some funding and some-
thing in writing from the gov-
ernment that says, ‘Here's the
nexr three years, five years/
however long they'd ke to ex-
tend it said  trustee Pat
Cochrane “We're pleased the
issue is beginning to he ad-

drassed by the arovincial gov-
arnment.”

“There's less frustration to-
day than theve was a couple of
days ago," trustes Georpe Lane
said,

CBE chairman Gordon Dirks
lauded the ad-
ditional fund-
Y ing being put
inte programs
for English as
a second lan-
guage end
specials-neads
students,

“That s
something
we've been ssking for 8 number
af years and we're delighied the
government has  respondad”
said Dirls.

About 18 per cent of the
CRE's 90,000 students are wh-
rolled in Enplish as 2 second
langnape progrums,

Ser TRUSTEES, Pacu 14

Pat Cochrane
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Calgary Herald Archive
Gene Zwozdesky announced
%119 miltion in sehool

maintettance funding Monday.

FROM Bl

TRUSTEES

On Monday, Education Minister
Gene Zwozdesky announced $119 mil-
lisn in maintenance money for the
provinee's schools, a5 well as another
561 million for clagsroom initiatives,
The initiatives include veducing class
sizes, adding another yesr of English
ag a second language instruction and
lalping children with special needs.

The CBE will use part of its money
to hire an additional 60 to &5 weachers
for kindergarten o Grade 3 olass-
raome, reduecing the average number
of students in each class to 17, That's in
addition to the s1 teachers the board is
already hiring for next vear, which
would have brought the elags size
down o 18.5.

“My big concern is this canpot e a
une-shot, one-year wonder” Frank
Bruscker, president of the Albertn
Tepchers’ Association, said of the
funding. “We need to have that level of
(mainrenanee) funding each yeap for
at least [ive veurs to really make a dear
in the infrastructore defieie.

—_—

“This vear was a step In the right di-
rection, but we nesd to look more
long-term.”

Trugtees sald Tuesday they don't
know when thev'll isarn exactly what
their share of the new funding is, and
can only ostimate based on previous
arrangements. They anticipate the
maintenance money will come in ar
about 525 million

“We would like to know right now
how the money will be allocated so we
can get o work,” Cochrane said,

Cocheane said the funding would be
used to address the list of priority re-
pairs and maintenance given to the
province in May.

“The basic concept is to keep the
rain ent and keep the heat in,” she said.
“C3yr expecration would be that this is
opgoing, sustainable funding”
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