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Educators are manufacturing a
school repair crisis to shake more
cash otit of the provinee, a taxpayers’
advocate charged yesterday.

School beards have allowed their
facilities to deteriorate to gain great-
er leverage with the government,
particularly at a time
when massive budget

80000 page & 12

extent of disrepair.

Hennig's comments came after the -

province announced an extra $119
millien for school renovations, which
boards have called 4 good first step,
but a very small one,

Board trustee Pat Cochrane called
Hennig's accusations baseless, adding
the government's own audits show the
district has $426 million in deferred
maintetance.

“We’d mnuch rather be

surpluses are "nIEY' re Ieaving talking about teaching
announced, said Scott schools that and [earning than about
Hennig, Aiberta director keeping the buildings in

of the Canadian Taxpay- wWay {0 convince shape,™ she said.

ers’ Federation,

“If he really has con-

“It's been left that way the government cerns about how we

“tolobby the government, : 7 spend ourmotey, hecan
they're leaving schools they’re broke. clp;eck our audi:; state-
that way to convinge the - — Scott Hennig, ments.
government they're Alberadreder of Canadian Trustees are hoping
broke,” said Hennig, Taxpayers’ Federation their district will receive

“It's not a fupding’ %25 million of the $119
problem, it's more about tillion and will immedi-
allocation.” . ately move ta repair lexky roofs and

When provincial budgets come windows while also replaeing floar-
down, school boards and health ing, boilers and aging paint.
regions applaud but change their  Fixing all the system's leaky roofs

tunes when provineial surpluses are
unveiled later, he added.

“You don't have to be Karnag to
pradiet they'll de it next year and the
year after that,” he said,

He agreed with government fig-
ures showing Alberta schools receive
move funding per student than in any
other province and questioned the

alone would cost $15 million, said
board members,

Cochrane said renovations or
rebuilding of dilapidated Western
Canada high school wouldn't be
impacted by the newly announced
funding and its future is still in limbo.

bl kacvimann@calgarysin.com

Schools accused
of repairs scam
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DEFENCE ... taigary school board tnsies Pat Coctwa
e o, lobfy the govermment for mwofe money ars hessless, The
right, says accusations schooks have amasseil replr sts to province anaounced 5119 milllon in funding earier thls weok,
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LETTER OF THE DAY

|

i IF THE provincial government decides to put money has bean spent (no ona will be able to tell
|

:

mare maney Intg fixing schools, ratherthan us exactly where), minimal repalrs will be partially

anather round of prosperity cheques, | hope they completed at a handful of schools and the schoot |
also announce an audit pracesa that will he used boards will be whining for another big pila of t
to report to taxpayers where every penny of that money. '

- mianey gets spent, The schoo! boards, like the city, don'thave a ‘

' if they simply turn aver a huge pile of money to revenue probiem, they have a spending problem! il
school hoards and trust the repalrs will be made, John Robertson f
then a year trom now, we will ikely find all the {How about auditing the province while we're atit?)
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Pubhc deserves royalty debate
y in royalties to Albertans who up. Even with the 1% ;
own the resources. solution, oilsands projects are ‘
There i no actual reportof  “at rlak” and have a “tremen- !
the infernal review released, no  dous downside.” i
single sheet of scribbling to Melehin, spunding like the i
ghow the curious. There 5 no s;:m:»i doctor of the f;ﬂeuéulew . it
lic discussioh, no opficns producers, says “you don't jus !
g?ligrcd for the study and debate  po apd change the rules, th !
of citizens, But the intermal would be a very destruct:ve ;
Rick review iz done. 3lgnaﬁ"
~ And what does s internal Tresh from an operation on
Bell review with no paperand no,  the first of bwo cataraets, I
public partisipation actyally weep out of my ane good eye i
as up the new Fscalade, 54y, if such a probe exists? for the opprassed ol compa- !
buy another houss or Golly gea, Me findsoll  nies. Of course, all rubbish
two or three, score and gas outhts pay a fair share.  aside, the province could grad-
another bonns or more big There will be no changes fo nally put in some changes if !
moolah gtock options and an royaities. The government of they wanta;:i te do so but they !
additional super salary hika. {he man of the people once gimplyden’t,. =~
Live the life, sky's the limit. agrin does not side with the _ The energy minister insists
Hell e S0 S s e ™ Sos though apofpourtiof, etk SRGRES orme Forh ¢on |
cover charge to a bar and tp the QU a2 P , ; - ‘
waw;emaégewmd with sgngg. penple, including those endur-  ventional ofl and gas, Stg are#we ‘
body elae’s moncy ing the wild mess of Fort Mac chqzxkgmg mya.lgtes on thoeee?
and brag all the way Mﬁwwrlﬂm QI-I;M‘i an:;ﬂfer‘ 0. or after
10 the bank about gheed, v atood up and hiked Az g smal} coneession,
the battom fine in royalfies, askioogh ns,  being bugeed by provineisl aud-
the world of $74 ofl, the eurrent Tories donobdisap-  tors genaral for 14 years, the
Who cares? Here for point, petropatsica alitheway.  Taries Jook like they will stop 2
a good time, tot a Even thoughatecentpol  program of fnancial assistance :
long time. The con- sdys Albertans want apublic 1o the oil and gas biz costing tax- |
spieuous consump- review of roynities, since the payers more than $100 millen
; industry is making unimaging-  this year. .
tion: of the carpet- bl i the NDE Toad
hagger. As for the ble coin on & non-renewable Brian Mason, the e or .
cormmon gond? That resonee we own, and the prov-  who fought for the facts i 1 i
Yind of talk is for los- inca's own numbers confinm W%ﬂmﬁmﬁ a:ined
oS, the people’s share of oil and by paciers tmsg s . .
When it cames to gas Tiches s getting smalier,  COW imiess,seds i as Alberia: :
the affluent oilpateh or ordinary  Melchin squnds like 3 brochure m%ammt e id & review ‘
wage slave Albertans, ittakes  from the top foors of the high- 0 B T
not even a nanosecond of ast office towers. EVET DAPRen. WAt (id viei-
choice for the Tories. Tell the He says the provines's 19, chir: do, sit down with oil com- :
schoolboards or the hospitals  royaity, where the oilsands E'.;‘Nm1\‘3@1‘:&1IE for acr{mg mﬁal aﬁge i
to mitke do hecause theyre cornpanies pay almost squat Hth sy anmas oy
whiners who just teach L;ds and  ynil all their constriction costs alﬁaesg?’;“n pay higher roy
[xpecple. Buttheolland 835 arp futly recovered whenever " o
bigshots merely remove the ¥ such a state eventue Melehin says he didn’t allow
provincial government out of ally occurs, & just the public a say hewgsgl royal-
shoir doop back ket wind Sufiapesiiy 1%, or S e oo
the gppropriate Tory up and “everyhody men-  fureiee fme there's a thought
send the compliant Conserva- tions the one per- there to'be a public dis-
tive out to the public to read cent. Clearly, one mm‘mmd debate that canbe
from the corporate seript. percentis lowrey-  of o futige date”
Zntter Grog Melchin the alty rate, You could But must we wait until Hefl
provinee’s cnergy minister, who chaose potentially freenes OVer?
#sks how high when the petrole- another number.™ B
um high fiyers say The Tories dan't. ) Y
Meiehin has now ﬁn?shed his Melohin g &3’1 oil ﬂck"’m;mm com
so-called len, “internat  companies take risks oy tarcer Editorial. P. 14
review” of whether the oil and and costs are going B Royalty farce: WP 1A
gas biz is paying its fair share co
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