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Regular Board Meeting 

Times included on this agenda are approximate and may vary during the course of the meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Mega Result Policy |  
Each student, in keeping with his or her individual abilities and gifts, will complete high 
school with a foundation of learning necessary to thrive in life, work and continued learning. 
 
Conflict of Interest reminder: Trustees must disclose any potential pecuniary interest 
in any matter before the Board of Trustees, as set forth in the agenda as well as any 
pecuniary interest in any contract before the Board requiring the Board’s approval 
and/or ratification. 
 
 
 
 

Time Topic Who Policy Ref Attachment 

     
3:00 p.m. 1 | Call to Order, National Anthem and Welcome    

     
 2 | Consideration/Approval of Agenda  GC-2  

     
 

20 mins 

3 | Awards and Recognitions 

3.1 Lighthouse Award 

 

E. Gouthro 

 

GC-3 

 

     
 

15 mins 
 

30 mins 
 

45 mins 

4 | Results Focus 

4.1 School Presentation – Crescent Heights Senior 
  High School 

4.2 Results 2:  Academic Success – Career and 
Technology Studies – Presentation and Discussion 

4.3 Results 2:  Academic Success – Annual Monitoring 

 

S. Church 

 
C. Faber 
 

N. Johnson 

 

R-1 

 
B/CSR-5, 
OE-8 

B/CSR-5, 
OE-8 
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 5 | Operational Expectations    

     
 

Max 15 mins 
6 | Public Comment [ PDF ] 

Requirements as outlined in Board Meeting Procedures 

 GC-3.2  

     
 7 | Matters Reserved for Board Action    

May 29, 2012 

3:00 p.m. 

 

Multipurpose Room 

Education Centre 

1221 - 8 Street SW 

Calgary, AB 

June 18, 2013 

3:00 p.m. 

 

Multipurpose Room, 

Education Centre 

1221 8 Street SW,  

Calgary, AB 

http://www.cbe.ab.ca/policies/BoardMeetingProcedureswithPublicCommentExcerpt.pdf
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Times included on this agenda are approximate and may vary during the course of the meeting. 

Time Topic Who Policy Ref Attachment 

     
 8 | Board Consent Agenda 

8.1 Approval of Minutes 

 Regular Meeting held May 28, 2013 
 Regular Meeting held June 11, 2013 

(THAT the Board approves the minutes of the 
Regular Meetings held May 28 and June 11, 
2013.) 

8.2 Correspondence 
  (THAT the Board receives the correspondence for  
 information and for the record.) 

8.3 Report from Policy Committee 
 (THAT the Board receives the report for information 

and the record; and receives the Minutes of the Policy 
Committee Meetings, as submitted.) 

8.4 Revised Meeting Time of the Regular Meeting 
Scheduled for June 25, 2013 

 (THAT the Board approves the revised time of the 
June 25, 2013 Board meeting, to be from 9:00 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m.)  

Board GC-2.6 

 

 
 
 
 
 

OE-8 
 
 

GC-5.5E 
 
 
 

GC-2 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Page 8-1 
 
 

Page 8-6 
 
 
 

Page 8-39 

     
 9 | Chief Superintendent Consent Agenda 

9.1 Chief Superintendent’s Update 
  (THAT the Board receives the update for information.) 

9.2 Three-Year System Student Accommodation Plan 
  (THAT the Board receives the report for information.) 

9.3 Locally Developed Courses  
 (THAT the Board approves newly developed, newly 

acquired and adapted, re-acquired, renewed, and 
withdrawn locally developed courses and resources, 
as submitted in the report.) 

9.4 Lighting Replacement Project 
 (THAT the Board approves the final phase of the 

energy retrofit lighting replacement project for all 
remaining schools; THAT a loan be secured for $5.2 
million for the project  and, THAT approval for capital 
borrowing be sought of the Minister.) 

Board GC-2.6 

OE-8 
 

OE-8,9,12 
 

R-2 
 
 
 
 

OE-7,12 

 

Page 9-85 
 

Page 9-1 
 

Page 9-71 
 
 
 
 

Page 9-76 

     
6:00 p.m. 10 | Adjournment    

     
 Debrief Trustees GC-2.3  

Notice |  

This public Board meeting will be recorded & posted online.  Media may also attend these meetings.  You may appear in media 
coverage. Archives will be available for a period of two years.  Information is collected under the authority of the School Act and 
the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act section 33(c) for the purpose of informing the public.  
For questions or concerns, please contact:  Office of the Corporate Secretary at corpsec@cbe.ab.ca

 

mailto:corpsec@cbe.ab.ca
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Results 2: Academic Success 
 
 

 

Each student will be literate and numerate, able to integrate and apply the 

knowledge, skills, attitudes and competencies acquired across all academic 

disciplines. 

 

 

Introduction | 

Results 2: Academic Success establishes the Board of Trustees’ values and 

expectations for the Calgary Board of Education’s work in ensuring that students 

experience success with the subject matter of their learning programs. 

The Chief Superintendent’s reasonable interpretation for Results 2: Academic 

Success was approved on April 16, 2013. In that report the Chief Superintendent 

provided an interpretation of the Board of Trustees’ policy for Academic Success, 

indicators for measuring organizational performance in this area, baseline data, 

and targets for 2011-2012 results. Additional baseline information had been 

presented to the Board of Trustees between October 2012 and January 2013. 

This current report brings data from previous reports together to a common point in 

time, establishing the basis of monitoring organizational performance related to the 

whole of Results 2: Academic Success for 2011-2012 and in the future. It provides 

the Board of Trustees with three types of information. 

1. It provides 2011-2012 data for all indicators previously presented to the 

Board of Trustees. 

 

2. It provides baseline data for indicators first measured in 2011-2012. 

 

3. It identifies organizational performance targets for 2012-2013. 

Performance targets for 2013 are based on a number of factors, including the 

number of years of data available, the emerging trends within that data, the level of 

results already attained, and for measures with provincial comparisons, the 

assessment of performance provided by Alberta Education. For CBE-specific 

indicators with only one or two years of data the level of achievement and level of 

stability within the individual results has been factored into determining where 

continued success and/or improvement becomes the priority for that indicator 

within the overall Results policy.      
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Results 2: Academic Success 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION REPORT 

Monitoring Information | 

 

Executive Summary | 

 

Monitoring information within this report informs the Board of Trustees of the 

success of Calgary Board of Education students with the knowledge, skills, 

processes and application of learning across the subject areas of their learning 

programs. 

 

The Calgary Board of Education takes seriously its role as a leading jurisdiction 

within Alberta. Over a number of years it has established patterns of achievement 

and an organizational expectation that CBE student learning results will be at or 

above provincial rates of achievement and consistent or improving across time.  

This organizational expectation is the basis for targeted levels of achievement in a 

number of indicators in both 2012 and 2013. 

 

As established in the Reasonable Interpretation, Baseline and Targets report of 

April 16, 2013, the Calgary Board of Education also understands and assesses 

student learning through a number of indicators beyond those used provincially. 

 

A number of these measures are quite new and students, teachers and principals 

are developing their knowledge and skill in assessing the ways that students 

demonstrate their learning these ways. The information gathered from these 

measures will become more meaningful over time as they become more 

established, stabilize and provide longer term views of student accomplishments 

and organizational performance. 

 

Reasonable progress in the area of Academic Success is led by the significant 

achievements and patterns of improvement noted in student results on provincial 

tests, on the high levels of achievement noted in school-based assessments and 

on the accomplishment of a number of identified 2012 targets.  
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Results 2: Academic Success 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION REPORT 

The following summary of the sub-sections of Results 2: Academic Success 

provides an overview of the results for each indicator.  Where specific targets had 

been established for 2012, it is noted whether the target was met or not. Where 

more than one year of information is available but no specific 2012 target had been 

established, the 2012 result is considered in relation to previous results.  And 

where 2012 is the first year for which information is available, the indicator is noted 

as baseline. More specific information for each sub-section of the Results policy 

and each indicator are included within the section of this report labeled “Evidence 

of Reasonable Progress” (see pages 5-19). 

 

 2.1 Students will achieve at individually and appropriately challenging levels 
of complexity, demonstrating the higher order thinking skills of knowledge, 
comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and creativity. 
 

 Indicator 1: Overall target met; areas for improvement on individual 
tests 

 Indicator 2: First year of baseline information 

 Indicator 3: Target met 

 Indicator 4: Target not met 

 Indicator 5: No target previously established, improvement in results 

 Indicator 6: No target previously established, improvement in results 

 Indicator 7: No target previously established, decline in results 

 Indicator 8: First year of baseline information 

 Indicator 9: First year of baseline information 
 

 2.2 Students will be technologically fluent, able to use digital tools critically, 
ethically and safely. 
 

 Indicator 1: Target met 

 Indicator 2: Target not met 

 Indicator 3: First year of baseline information 

 Indicator 4: First year of baseline information 
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Results 2: Academic Success 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION REPORT 

Evidence of Reasonable Progress | 

 

Students will: 

 

 

2.1 Achieve at individually and appropriately challenging levels of complexity, 

demonstrating the higher order thinking skills of knowledge, comprehension, 

application, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and creativity, based on the following 

disciplines: 

 

 English Language Arts 

 Mathematics 

 Science 

 Social Studies 

 Physical Education 

 Arts 

 Languages  

 

Board-approved Interpretation | 

 

The Chief Superintendent interprets achieve at individually and appropriately 

challenging levels of complexity to mean that student learning is directed toward 

high standards and to the greatest level of achievement possible for each student. 

 
The Chief Superintendent interprets knowledge, comprehension, application, 

analysis, synthesis, evaluation and creativity to mean the multiple forms of thought 

required for students to achieve their learning objectives. 

 

The Chief Superintendent interprets higher order thinking skills to emphasize the 

most complex forms of thought within each subject area. 
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Results 2: Academic Success 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION REPORT 

Board-approved Indicators | 

 

1. Percentage of students who achieve the acceptable standard and the 
standard of excellence on Provincial Achievement Tests and Diploma 
Examinations. 

 

2. Percentage of students meeting learning expectations within each 
discipline; as measured by student report cards. 

 

3. Percentage of students participating in 4 or more Diploma Exams within 
three years of starting high school. 

 

4. Percentage of students eligible for the Rutherford Scholarship. 
 

5. Percentage of grade 12 students who report they can use their reading 
skills in a variety of contexts, both in and out of school; as measured by the 
Calgary Board of Education student survey.   

 

6. Percentage of grade 12 students who report they can use their writing skills 
in a variety of contexts, both in and out of school; as measured by the 
Calgary Board of Education student survey. 
 

7. Percentage of grade 12 students who report they can use their math skills 
in a variety of contexts, both in and out of school; as measured by the 
Calgary Board of Education student survey.  
 

8. Percentage of grade 12 students who report they can evaluate critically 
complex information and ideas; as measured by the Calgary Board of 
Education student survey.  
 

9. Percentage of grade 12 students who report they can gather information, 
make connections and use reason to solve problems; as measured by the 
Calgary Board of Education student survey. 
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Results 2: Academic Success 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION REPORT 

Results | 

 

1. Alberta Education sets two standards against which to measure results on 
the Provincial Achievement Tests (PAT) and Diploma Examinations. To 
reach the acceptable standard on a Diploma Examination, a student must 
achieve 50% or more. To reach the standard of excellence, a student must 
achieve 80% or more. The specific scores for the acceptable standard and 
standard of excellence on Provincial Achievement Tests vary slightly from 
year to year but are approximately equivalent to the percentage standards 
used in Diploma Exams. The percentage of students achieving the 
acceptable standard also includes those achieving the standard of 
excellence.  
 
 
Alberta Education requires that results reported for Provincial Achievement 
Tests in grades 3, 6 and 9 be cohort results. This means that reported 
results include all students enrolled in the grade, whether they wrote the 
test or not. Students who were excused from writing or who were absent 
are included and are considered to not have met the acceptable standard. 
Reporting for diploma examination results includes only the students who 
wrote the examination.   
 

Percentage of CBE students achieving standards on provincial tests 

 2009 2010 2011 20121 

     

PAT Acceptable 79.8 80.7 80.7 81.6 

PAT Excellence 20.2 20.3 20.3 22.4 

     

Diploma Acceptable 85.3 83.8 84.0 85.6 

Diploma Excellence 23.1 23.4 23.1 23.9 

 

The chart above represents Alberta Education’s combined measure of 

results across the grades and subject areas in which students write 

Provincial Achievement Tests and Diploma Examinations.  

 

                                                
1
 The gathering of information for Calgary Board of Education Results monitoring reports is typically 

done during the last few months of a school year. Throughout this report, information labeled as 2011 
represents the 2010-2011 school year, information labeled as 2012 represents the 2011-2012 school 
year, etc. 
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Results 2: Academic Success 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION REPORT 

Alberta Education’s Accountability Pillar Report contextualizes CBE results 

within those achieved by students across the province. 

 

Percentage of students achieving standards  

Provincial Achievement Tests 

 
Current Year Previous Year 

Previous 3-year 

Average 

CBE PAT 

Acceptable 
81.6 80.7 80.4 

Alberta PAT 

Acceptable  
79.1  79.3  78.9  

 

CBE PAT 

Excellence 
22.4 20.3 20.3 

Alberta PAT 

Excellence 
20.9 19.6 19.1 

 

Percentage of students achieving standards  

Diploma Exams 

 
Current Year Previous Year 

Previous 3-year 

Average 

CBE Diploma 

Acceptable 
85.6 84.0 84.4 

Alberta Diploma 

Acceptable  
83.5  82.6  83.5  

 

CBE Diploma 

Excellence 
23.9 23.1 23.2 

Alberta Diploma 

Excellence 
20.9 19.6 19.1 
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Results 2: Academic Success 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION REPORT 

The organization’s goals for Calgary Board of Education achievement rates 

on provincial tests2 is to be at or above the province and consistent or 

improving across time. This goal applies to individual exams and tests and 

to the combined measure presented in the previous chart. 

  

In 2012 this overall target was met.  

 

Achievement of CBE students on the Provincial Achievement Test and 

Diploma Exams exceeds provincial results at both the acceptable standard 

and the standard of excellence and shows improvement in three ways: 

 year-to-year improvement over the 2011 results 

 as part of a long term improvement trend 

 Alberta Education’s assessment of  “improved” and “improved 

significantly” as compared to the jurisdiction’s previous three-year 

averages  

 

This level of accomplishment and the breadth of subject area learning and 

the ongoing improvement it represents are significant. 

 

Accountability Pillar 2012 Achievement Improvement Overall 

CBE PAT Acceptable Intermediate 
Improved 

Significantly 
Good 

CBE PAT Excellence High 
Improved 

Significantly 
Good 

CBE Diploma Acceptable Intermediate 
Improved 

Significantly 
Good 

CBE Diploma Excellence 

 
Very High Improved Excellence 

 

Results specific to individual tests and subject areas have been presented 

to the Board of Trustees through the Provincial Achievement Tests and 

Diploma Exam Results report on October 2, 2012 and through subject area 

reports between November 2012 and April 2013.  

 

                                                
2
 This goal is specific to provincial achievement tests and diploma exams that are 

considered to be stable and statistically reliable by Alberta Education. 

4-9



 

 10 | 20 

Results 2: Academic Success 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION REPORT 

The following targets related to specific subject areas and provincial tests 

have previously been approved by the Board of Trustees. A number of 

these targeted areas for improvement are responses to early data sets on 

provincial tests that are not yet considered stable statistically reliable.   

 

 Grade 6 English Language Arts Standard of Excellence 
 in 2013 – achievement to be maintained at 19.5% 
 by 2015 – improvement noted in relation to previous 3-year average  
 

 Grade 9 English Language Arts Knowledge and Employability 
 in 2013 – increase participation rate to 75% 
 by 2015 – participation rate to equal provincial participation rate; 

achievement of writers at the acceptable standard to be 75% 
 

 Grade 3, 6 and 9 Math Standard of Excellence 
 by 2014, when Alberta Education fully includes Math 3, 6 and 9 in its 

Accountability Pillar reporting, CBE results will be both above the 
province and showing improvement. 
 

 Grade 9 Math Knowledge and Employability Targets 
 in 2013 – increase number of writers achieving the acceptable standard 

to 70% 
 by 2015 – participation rate to equal provincial participation rate; 

achievement of writers to be at or above the provincial achievement 
level 

 

 Grade 9 Science Knowledge and Employability 
 in 2013 – increase number of writers achieving the acceptable standard 

to 75% 
 by 2015 – participation rate to equal provincial participation rate; 

achievement of writers to be at or above the provincial achievement 
level 

 

 Science 30  
 in 2013 – CBE student achievement to be within 2% of the provincial 

achievement rates at both the acceptable standard and the standard of 
excellence. 

 by 2015 – CBE student achievement to be at or above provincial 
achievement rates and to be improving 
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Results 2: Academic Success 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION REPORT 

 Grade 9 Social Studies Knowledge and Employability  
 in 2013 – increase number of writers achieving the acceptable standard 

to 70% 
 by 2015 – participation rate to equal provincial participation rate; 

achievement of writers to be at or above the provincial achievement 
level 

 

 French Language Arts 30-1 standard of excellence 
 in 2013 – achievement to be maintained at 16.4% 
 by 2015 – improvement noted in relation to previous 3-year average 

 

The performance of CBE students in Knowledge and Employability courses 

is an identified area of concern. Although the tests for these courses are not 

yet considered to be stable, and the year to year results are more subject to 

variation than other tests because of the small number of students enrolled 

in the courses, existing information from Provincial Achievement Test 

results draw attention for a need for improvement in this area. 

 

Strategies for improving these results have previously been shared with the 

Board of Trustees in subject area reports. These strategies focus on three 

key areas of capacity building. 

 

 continued system-wide and school-specific support to ensure students 

are enrolled in courses best matched to their learning needs and goals 

 new focus on professional learning for principals and teachers to 

increase understanding of Knowledge and Employability courses, 

learning outcomes and optimal instructional tasks 

 school-by-school focus on improving results through school 

development plans and professional learning communities 

 

2. In addition to the standardized measures of learning provided through 
Provincial Achievement Test and Diploma Examination Results, Calgary 
Board of Education teachers provide their professional evaluation of student 
learning through student report cards. School-based evaluations address 
areas of learning included within provincial tests and areas of learning that 
standardized tests are not able to measure. They are based on multiple 
learning events and multiple forms of evidence about student learning.  
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Results 2: Academic Success 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION REPORT 

The following chart represents the amalgamation of school-based 
evaluations of subject area learning from CBE’s elementary report card and 
school-awarded marks in a number of high school courses. Information 
from middle/junior high schools will be included in this indicator in 2013-
2014.  

 

Subject Area 
Students successful3 

with learning outcomes 

English Language Arts 87.7% 

French Language Arts 92.8% 

Math  86.6% 

Science 92.8% 

Social Studies 92.4% 

Physical Education 97.9% 

Arts 97.8% 

Languages 90.0% 

CTS 94.3% 

Overall 93.3% 

 

Data from student report cards provides evidence that Calgary Board of 
Education students are successful with the learning outcomes from a wide 
range of programs of study.  
 

Target for 2013: Sustainability with 2012 results 
 

 

3. The Diploma Exam participation rate is the percentage, adjusted for 
attrition, of students in the Grade 10 cohort who have written four or more 
diploma exams by the end of their third year in high school. It is a measure 
used by Alberta Education as an indicator of Student Learning Achievement 
in the Accountability Pillar.  
 

 Diploma Exam Participation Rate  

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

CBE 57.0 57.3 59.8 61.9 62.2 

Alberta 53.3 53.5 54.9 56.2 56.6 

 

                                                
3
 Students are considered successful with the learning outcomes of the programs of study if they 

receive a 3, 4, or 5 on the elementary report card or a mark of 50% or above for a high school course. 
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Results 2: Academic Success 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION REPORT 

The organization’s goal is for Calgary Board of Education’s Diploma Exam 

Participation Rate to be at or above the provincial rate and consistent or 

improving across time.  

 

This target was met. 

The Diploma Exam participation rate for CBE students exceeds that of the 

province results and shows improvement in three ways: 

 year-to-year improvement over the 2011 results 

 as part of a long term improvement trend 

 Alberta Education’s assessment of  “improved significantly” as 

compared to the jurisdiction’s previous three-year average  

 

Accountability Pillar 2012 Achievement Improvement Overall 

Diploma Exam  

Participation Rate 
High 

Improved 

Significantly 
Good 

 

 

4. The Rutherford Scholarships recognize and reward achievement of in 
grades 10, 11 and 12.  They are currently awarded to students who achieve 
at least 75% in specific groupings of courses at the 10, 20 and 30 level. The 
Rutherford Scholarship Eligibility Rate is the percentage of Alberta grade 12 
students who have met the eligibility criteria for a Rutherford Scholarship 
based on course marks in grades 10, 11 and/or 12. It is a measure used by 
Alberta Education as an indicator of excellence in Student Learning 
Achievement in the Accountability Pillar.  

 

 Rutherford Scholarship Eligibility Rate  

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

CBE 58.4 57.7 58.6 60.4 59.0 

Alberta 57.3 56.9 59.6 61.3 61.5 

 

The organization’s goal is for Calgary Board of Education’s Rutherford 

Scholarship Eligibility Rate to be at or above the province and consistent or 

improving across time.  

 

This target was not met.  
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Results 2: Academic Success 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION REPORT 

5. The Calgary Board of Education Student Survey asks students in grade 12 
to self-report on aspects of their learning. In 2010 and 2011 students were 
asked to indicate the extent to which they agreed with the following 
statement: “I have confidence in my reading skills both in and outside of 
school.” In 2012 this statement was modified to be “I am able to use my 
reading skills in a variety of contexts, both in and out of school”.   
 

Able to use reading skills in a variety of contexts, both in and out of school 

Student Survey 2010 2011 2012 

Strongly Agree 56.9% 56.1% 57.3% 

Agree 37.3% 37.5% 38.4% 

Disagree 3.7% 4.8% 2.4% 

Strongly Disagree 1.6% 1.5% 1.9% 

Overall Agreement 94.2% 93.6% 95.7% 

 

Information for this measure was presented to the Board of Trustees as 
baseline data on November 27, 2012. 

 

Results for 2013, established in relation to the average of the first three 
years’ results, are targeted to be 94% or above. This target has previously 
been approved. 

 

6. The Calgary Board of Education Student Survey asks students in grade 12 
to self-report on aspects of their learning. In 2010 and 2011 students were 
asked to indicate the extent to which they agreed with the following 
statement: “I have confidence in my writing skills both in and outside of 
school.” In 2012 this statement was modified to be “I am able to use my 
writing skills in a variety of contexts, both in and out of school”.  

 

Able to use writing skills in a variety of contexts, both in and out of school 
 

Student Survey 2010 2011 2012 

Strongly Agree 34.4% 33.6% 44.4% 

Agree 53.1% 53.9% 47.9% 

Disagree 9.7% 10.5% 5.7% 

Strongly Disagree 2.1% 1.9% 2.0% 

Overall Agreement 87.5% 87.5% 92.3% 
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Results 2: Academic Success 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION REPORT 

Information for this measure was presented to the Board of Trustees as 

baseline data on November 27, 2012. 

 

Results for 2013, established in relation to the average of the first three 
years’ results, are targeted to be 89% or above. This target has previously 
been approved. 

 
7. The Calgary Board of Education asks students in grade 12 to self-report on 

aspects of their learning. In 2010 and 2011 students were asked to indicate 
the extent to which they agreed with the following statement: “I am capable 
of applying my knowledge of mathematics in daily life.” In 2012 this 
statement was modified to “I can use my math skills in a variety of contexts, 
both in and out of school”.   
 

While these statements are grouped as a three-year data set, the difference 
in the statement between 2010, 2011 and 2012 may account for the decline 
in the percentage of agreement between 2011 and 2012. Further data from 
the 2013 school year will assist in understanding this result. 

 

Able to use math skills in a variety of contexts, both in and out of school 
 

Student Survey 2010 2011 2012 

Strongly Agree 33.4% 33.1% 29.0% 

Agree 49.4% 50.6% 49.1% 

Disagree 12.7% 12.2% 16.6% 

Strongly Disagree 3.9% 4.1% 5.4% 

Overall Agreement 82.8% 83.7% 78.1% 

 

Information for this measure was presented to the Board of Trustees as 

baseline data on December 18, 2012. 

 

A target for this measure was established on December 18, 2012 
 

- in 2013 – increase overall agreement on student survey to 80% 
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Results 2: Academic Success 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION REPORT 

8. The Calgary Board of Education Student Survey asks students in grade 12 
to self-report on aspects of their learning. In 2012 this included the extent to 
which they agreed with the following statement “I can evaluate critically 
complex information and ideas”. 

 

I can evaluate critically complex information and ideas 

 Student Survey 2012 

Strongly Agree 26.5% 

Agree 61.6% 

Disagree 9.6% 

Strongly Disagree 2.3% 

Overall Agreement 88.1% 

 

A first year of data provides an early indication that Calgary Board of 
Education students can evaluate critically complex information and ideas.  
 

Target for 2013: 89% 
 

9. The Calgary Board of Education Student Survey asks students in grade 12 
to self-report on aspects of their learning. In 2012 this included the extent to 
which they agreed with the following statement “I can gather information, 
make connections and use reason to solve problems”. 

 

I can gather information, make connections and use reason 

to solve problems 

 Student Survey 2012 

Strongly Agree 35.8% 

Agree 57.5% 

Disagree 4.7% 

Strongly Disagree 1.9% 

Overall Agreement 93.3% 

 

A first year of data provides an early indication that Calgary Board of 
Education students can gather information, make connections and use 
reason to solve problems.  
 

Target for 2013: Sustainability with 2012 results 
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Results 2: Academic Success 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION REPORT 

2.2  Be technologically fluent, able to use digital tools critically, ethically and safely. 

 

Board-approved Interpretation | 

 

The Chief Superintendent interprets technologically fluent to mean that students  

can competently use information and communication technologies as tools in a 

variety of digital environments and media. 

 

The Chief Superintendent interprets critically, ethically and safely to mean that 

students make reasoned, reflective judgments about what to do or believe as they 

work to meet their learning goals.   

 

Board-approved Indicators | 

 
1. Percentage of students who report they can use technology to help them 

learn; as measured by student survey. 
 

2. Percentage of students who report they can use technology to 
communicate effectively with others; as measured by student survey. 

 

3. Percentage of students who report they can use technology to investigate 
and solve problems; as measured student survey. 

 

4. Percentage of students who report they can assess critically information 
presented in online environments; as measured by student survey. 

 

 

Results | 

 

1. The Calgary Board of Education asks students in grade 12 to self-report on 
aspects of their learning. This includes the extent to which they agree with 
the following statement: “I am confident in my abilities to use digital 
technologies in support of my learning.” 
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Results 2: Academic Success 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION REPORT 

I am confident in my abilities to use digital technologies 

in support of my learning 

Student Survey 2010 2011 2012 

Strongly Agree 49.9% 51.8% 47.1% 

Agree 41.3% 40.8% 43.7% 

Disagree 6.0% 5.5% 6.6% 

Strongly 

Disagree 
1.8% 1.9% 2.6% 

Overall 

Agreement 
91.2% 92.6% 90.8% 

 

Target for 2012: 91%  

 

This target was effectively met; the current result is with two tenths of a 

percentage point of the target. 

 

Target for 2013: 92% 

 

2. The Calgary Board of Education asks students in grade 12 to self-report on 
aspects of their learning. This includes the extent to which they agree with 
the following statement: “I am capable of using digital technologies to 
communicate effectively with others.”  
 

I can use technology to communicate effectively with 

others 

Student Survey 2010 2011 2012 

Strongly Agree 55.1% 57.5% 51.6% 

Agree 38.5% 36.7% 41.7% 

Disagree 4.1% 4.1% 4.5% 

Strongly 

Disagree 
1.4% 1.8% 2.2% 

Overall 

Agreement 
93.6% 94.2% 92.3% 

 

Target for 2012: 93%  

This target was not met. Target for 2013: 93% 
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3. The Calgary Board of Education asks students in grade 12 to self-report on 
aspects of their learning. In 2012 this included the extent to which they 
agree with the following statement: “I can use technology to investigate and 
solve problems.”   
 

I can use technology to investigate and solve problems 

 Student Survey 2012 

Strongly Agree 41.5% 

Agree 46.3% 

Disagree 7.8% 

Strongly Disagree 2.4% 

Overall Agreement 87.8% 

 
A first year of data provides an early indication that Calgary Board of 
Education students can use technology to investigate and solve problems.  
 

Target for 2013: 89% 
 
 
 

4. The Calgary Board of Education asks students in grade 12 to self-report on 
aspects of their learning. In 2012 this included the extent to which they 
agree with the following statement: “I can assess critically information 
presented in a variety of online environments.”   
 

I can assess critically information presented in a variety of 

online environments 

 Student Survey 2012 

Strongly Agree 36.7% 

Agree 52.4% 

Disagree 8.3% 

Strongly Disagree 2.6% 

Overall Agreement 89.1% 

 
A first year of data provides an early indication that Calgary Board of 
Education students can assess critically information presented in a variety 
of online environments.  
 

Target for 2013: 90% 
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GLOSSARY – Developed by the Board of Trustees 

 

Board: The Board of Trustees 

 

Operational Expectations: These policies define both the nonnegotiable expectations and the clear 

boundaries within which the Chief Superintendent and staff must operate.  They articulate the actions 

and decisions the Board would find either absolutely necessary or totally unacceptable.  

 

Monitoring Report: The Board wants to know that its values have driven organizational performance.  

The Chief Superintendent will present to the Board, for its evaluation, a report that summarized how 

either compliance has been achieved on Operational Expectations or how reasonable progress has 

been made in Results.  Each monitoring report requires: a re-statement of the full policy, by section; a 

reasonable interpretation of each section; data sufficient to prove compliance or reasonable progress; 

and a signed certification from the Chief Superintendent of the status. 

 

Reasonable Interpretation: Once the Board has stated its values in policy, the Chief Superintendent is 

required to “interpret” policy values, saying back to the Board, “here is what the Board’s value means to 

me.”  The Board then judges whether this interpretation is reasonable. In other words, does the Chief 

Superintendent “get it?”  This reasonable interpretation is the first step required in monitoring 

compliance on Operational Expectations and monitoring reasonable progress on Results.  

 

Compliance: Evidence or data that allow the Board to judge whether the Chief Superintendent has met 

the standard set in the Operational Expectations values. 

 

Non-compliance: In gathering evidence and data to prove to the Board that its Operational 

Expectations values have been adhered to, there may be areas where the standards were not met.  

The policy or subsection of the policy would be found to be “non-compliant.”  The Chief Superintendent 

would identify the capacity-building needed to come into compliance and the Board would schedule this 

section of policy for re-monitoring. 
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Board of Trustees 
1221 – 8 Street SW Calgary, AB T2R 0L4 | t | 403-817-7933  f | 403-294-8282 | www.cbe.ab.ca 

 

 

 

February 28, 2013 

 

This request was sent to: 

 The Honourable Jeff Johnson, Minister of Education 

 The Honourable Don Scott, Associate Minister of Accountability, Transparency & 
Transformation, Service Alberta 

 Ms. Debra Tumbach, Senior Lawyer, ASBA Legal Services, and  

 Ms. Jill Clayton, Information and Privacy Commissioner 

 

Dear     : 

 

My name is Joy Bowen-Eyre, I am a trustee with the Calgary Board of Education and 
Chair of the Board of Trustees’ Policy Committee. Our Board of Trustees has created a 
Policy Committee with the mandate to address the concept and principles of Open 
Government in our public organization. We wish to look at our policies and practices 
in the light of the Open Government principles of transparency, participation, and 
collaboration. We are looking at other municipal, provincial and federal organizations 
which have expertise in this area. We are approaching you to inquire as to whether 
you would be willing to share your expertise with us in one, or all, of the following 
ways: 

 Provide documents and research on the topic of Open Government, 

 Meet with our Board of Trustees to discuss the topic of Open Government, 

 Participate in a public panel discussion addressing the topic of open 

Government. 

Once we have gathered information on this issue, we will review our policies to see 
whether we need to make changes in the way we approach the sharing of 
information. It is a timely and important topic that we believe all public bodies are 
grappling with. 

 

I thank you for your consideration of our request and I look forward to your response. 

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

 

Joy Bowen-Eyre,  

Chair of the Board of Trustees’ Policy Committee 

Calgary Board of Education 

Board Chair 

Pat Cochrane  Wards 8 & 9 

 

Vice-Chair 

Lynn Ferguson  Wards 3 & 4 

 

Joy Bowen-Eyre  Wards 1 & 2 

Pamela King Wards 5 & 10 

George Lane Wards 6 & 7 

Sheila Taylor  Wards 11 & 13 

Carol Bazinet Wards 12 & 14 
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Following are links to the attachments available online: 
 

 Chapter 2: Administration of the FOIP Act (Pages 23-46) 
 
http://www.servicealberta.ca/foip/documents/chapter2.pdf?bcsi_scan_f7f39e8e2554adac=1 

 

 Open Government: 
Beyond Static measures (Pages 1-35) 
 
http://www.google.ca/search?hl=en-
CA&source=hp&q=open+government+beyond&gbv=2&oq=open+government+beyond&gs_l=h
eirloom-
hp.3..0i22i30.765.7765.0.8374.27.17.2.8.8.0.141.1576.12j4.16.0...0.0...1ac.1.12.heirloom-
hp.ue2thrO-lW4 
 

 City of Yellowknife Property Owners Assn. v. Yellowknife (City) 
 
http://www.canlii.org/eliisa/highlight.do?text=City+of+Yellowknife+Property+Owners+Associati
on%2C+&language=en&searchTitle=Search+all+CanLII+Databases&path=/en/nt/ntsc/doc/1998/
1998canlii6961/1998canlii6961.html&searchUrlHash=AAAAAQAxQ2l0eSBvZiBZZWxsb3drbmlmZ
SBQcm9wZXJ0eSBPd25lcnMgQXNzb2NpYXRpb24sIAAAAAAAAAE 
 

 London (City) v. RSJ Holdings Inc. 
 

http://www.canlii.org/eliisa/highlight.do?text=London+%28City%29+v.+RSJ+Holdings+Inc.+&langua
ge=en&searchTitle=Search+all+CanLII+Databases&path=/en/ca/scc/doc/2007/2007scc29/2007scc2
9.html&searchUrlHash=AAAAAQAjTG9uZG9uIChDaXR5KSB2LiBSU0ogSG9sZGluZ3MgSW5jLiAAAAAA
AAAB 
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Attachment V 

 
 

 
 

Minutes of the Private Meeting of the Policy Committee held on 
Monday, December 10, 2012 at 12:00 noon  

in Room S308, Education Centre, 1221 – 8 Street SW, Calgary, Alberta 
 
 

In Attendance: 

Trustee Joy Bowen-Eyre, Chair, Policy Committee 
Trustee Pat Cochrane, Policy Committee Member 
Trustee Sheila Taylor, Policy Committee Member 
 
 

The meeting began at 12:15 p.m. 
 
The committee met to discuss various options regarding Trustee expenses and how it is 
reflected in policy. 
 
The committee will recommend amending GC-2E and board resolutions to address last 
year’s expenses and current processes. 

 
  
 The meeting adjourned at 12:55 p.m. 
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Minutes of the Private Meeting of the Policy Committee held on 
Wednesday, February 13, 2013 at 11:00 a.m. in Room S308, 

Education Centre, 1221 – 8 Street SW, Calgary, Alberta 
 
 

In Attendance: 

Trustee Joy Bowen-Eyre, Chair, Policy Committee 
Trustee Pat Cochrane, Policy Committee Member 
Trustee Sheila Taylor, Policy Committee Member 
 
The meeting began at 11:03 a.m. 
 
 
1. Review of Committee Meeting Minutes of December 10, 2012 
 

The Committee reviewed the Minutes of the meeting held December 10, 2012, and 
accepted them as presented. 

 
2. Next Steps 
 

The Committee discussed next steps with respect to Open Government. They reviewed 
the report that went to the Board of Trustees on November 27, 2012, containing 
background information of the issue. The Committee members agreed that the next step 
would be for them to obtain a better understanding of what open government looks like 
for a school board, to interpret the meaning of transparency, participatory, collaboration, 
and best practices, and to begin that work with input from individuals from other 
government departments, including Alberta Education.  
 
Committee Chair J. Bowen-Eyre agreed to contact the relevant individuals from a 
handful of government offices to inquire about their interest for participating in this work, 
and to attempt to hold a meeting with them by the end of March 2013. 
 

3. Next Committee Meeting 
 

The Committee agreed to meet again by mid-March. 
 

4. Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 
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Minutes of the Private Meeting of the Policy Committee held on 
Tuesday, April 2, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. in Room S308, 

Education Centre, 1221 – 8 Street SW, Calgary, Alberta 
 
 

In Attendance: 

Trustee Joy Bowen-Eyre, Chair, Policy Committee 
Trustee Pat Cochrane, Policy Committee Member 
Trustee Sheila Taylor, Policy Committee Member 
 
The meeting began at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
5. Transparency and Open Government 
 

At the Policy Committee meeting on February 13, 2013, it was agreed that Chair Bowen-
Eyre would send out a communication to individuals in the province asking for their input 
towards an understanding of what transparency and open government looks like for a 
school board.  
 
Chair Bowen-Eyre reported on her communications with the Honourable Don Scott, 
Associate Minister of Accountability, Transparency and Transformation; Ms. Jill Clayton, 
Information Privacy Commissioner; and Ms. Deb Tumbach, General Counsel, Alberta 
School Boards Association.  She noted that she had no response from the Privacy 
Commissioner’s office.  She had a lengthy conversation with Ms. Tumbach and was 
informed that she would be on leave for the months of May and June and that she would 
submit her response and documents prior to the end of April. In her conversation with 
the Hon. D. Scott, she agreed to a meeting on April 17, 2013, and would prepare for the 
Deputy Minister information from the November 27, 2012 Board report and from the 
Board’s policies. 
 

6. To Do 
 
- 2011/2012 Trustees’ expenses (September 2012) to be posted online. 
- Next Steps: 

o Letter to Minister 
o ASBA response 
o FOIP Commissioner’s Office – Chair Bowen-Eyre to follow up with Ms. 

Clayton 
 
7. Adjournment 

 
The meeting adjourned at 10:17 a.m. 
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Minutes of the Private Meeting of the Policy Committee held on 
Tuesday May 21, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. in Room S308, 

Education Centre, 1221 – 8 Street SW, Calgary, Alberta 
 
 

In Attendance: 

Trustee Joy Bowen-Eyre, Chair, Policy Committee 
Trustee Pat Cochrane, Policy Committee Member 
Trustee Sheila Taylor, Policy Committee Member 
Janice Barkway, Corporate Secretary 
 
Chair Bowen-Eyre called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. 
 
Meeting with Minister Scott 
The Committee members discussed the meeting held with Don Scott, Associate Minister of 
Accountability, Transparency & Transformation, Service Alberta, on April 17th.  The Minister 
indicated that he had reviewed the CBE Governance Policies with an eye to transparency, and 
was very impressed with the CBE public reporting of expenses.  No further changes were 
identified for CBE policies.  The Whistleblower Legislation is expected to be approved shortly, 
and the government will be providing further training and instruction regarding the 
implementation of the Act once it is approved.  Until such time, there are no further actions 
required. 
 
Review of Correspondence 
In response to Trustee Bowen-Eyre’s requests to provide information or to meet with the 
Committee regarding Open Government, correspondence was received from Jeff Johnson, 
Minister of Education and Deb Tumbach, Solicitor, Legal Services, ASBA.   
 
Committee members discussed the contents of the correspondence to determine if there were 
any follow-up actions identified - best practices for school boards in Alberta, learning 
opportunities for the Board, or policy amendments to promote transparency, participation and 
collaboration in CBE governance.     
 
Committee members determined that the next steps should include a comparison of the 
disclosure practices of the four metro boards, to assist with identification of best practices.  Ms. 
Barkway will provide further information in this regard.  
 
A follow-up committee meeting will be scheduled in approximately two weeks in order to plan for 
the final report to the Board at the June 25th Board meeting, prior to the expiry of the ad hoc 
committee on June 30th, 2013. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 
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Minutes of the Private Meeting of the Policy Committee held on 
Monday, June 10, 2013 at Noon in Room S308, 

Education Centre, 1221 – 8 Street SW, Calgary, Alberta 
 
 

In Attendance: 

Trustee Joy Bowen-Eyre, Chair, Policy Committee 
Trustee Pat Cochrane, Policy Committee Member 
Trustee Sheila Taylor, Policy Committee Member 
Janice Barkway, Corporate Secretary 
 
Chair Bowen-Eyre called the meeting to order at 12:20 p.m. 
 
Review of Best Practices Information 
Ms. Barkway provided information that compared the availability of CBE on-line information with 
that of other metro school districts, and some of the larger urban and rural school districts.  Of 
the school districts that were looked at, the CBE is the only one that has public disclosure of 
expenses on its website.  Only two of the school districts live stream board meetings.  In 
general, as well as specific to board-meeting related information (agendas and reports) the CBE 
website includes public disclosure of significantly more information than most of the other school 
districts.  By May 31, several school districts did not yet have any information on the 2013-2014 
budget on their website. 
 
In terms of best practices related to transparency of information, it seems that the Calgary 
Board of Education is currently amongst the best practices.   No other Alberta school districts 
that have greater transparency of information than the Calgary Board of Education were found. 
 
Next Steps 
As the Policy Committee is an ad hoc Committee with an anticipated expiry date of June 30, 
2013, the Committee should report to the Board on June 18, 2013.  The actions related to the 
purpose of the Committee and completion of the tasks was reviewed and will be summarized in 
the report.  The Committee would also like to note that they believe that this is very important 
work, and that the Board should review the mandate of the Policy Committee at the next 
organizational meeting.  Balancing transparency with appropriate privacy is an important 
consideration for school districts.  
 
Responses to the Committee’s requests for information will be attached to the report, assuming 
that appropriate consent is received to release the confidential information.  Ms. Barkway will 
draft a report for review of committee members.  Trustee Bowen-Eyre will review the cost of the 
legal response with ASBA. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:22 p.m. 
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