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29 years ago, the Calgary Board of Education led the development of an exciting new 
educational model that would take student learning beyond the four walls of the 
traditional classroom. Called Campus Calgary/Open Minds, the idea was for students 
to spend a whole week in a variety of environments where they could discover real-life 
connection to their learning. 

The idea of 2School was first conceived in 2003 when plans were drawn up for a new 
administrative office in downtown Calgary. We knew we had the opportunity to bring 
students from around the city to an urban location where they could investigate the 
community and the role that public education plays in how a community is shaped. The 
urban environment provides endless learning opportunities, including a circa 1908-1912 
classroom with original CBE furnishings and artifacts. 

Celebrating 29 years this year, Campus Calgary/Open Minds with support of the Calgary 
Board of Education continues to lead the development of an exciting education model. 

With 12 full sites, the CC/OM model continues to grow and expand.  The concept is so popular 
with schools that sites are booked a year in advance. CC/OM is 60 per cent over subscribed 
resulting in turning schools down for the following year.
 
In 2021-2022, 540 CBE and Calgary Catholic School District students spent a week at the Education 
Center. This coming year, we will continue to expand the possibilities as we welcome teachers and 
their students who are new to the concepts of CC/OM.

This report includes some of the highlights from our 2021-2022 school year. 2School is a 
partnership between the Calgary Board of Education, its stakeholders, the surrounding 
community and Campus Calgary. As a program, 2School brings teachers, students and 
community experts together for a week-long curriculum-based experience utilizing the 
downtown urban environment as their classroom. This program brings together Calgarians to 
learn, talk and celebrate the vibrant rich inner city neighborhoods and the many exciting things 
they have to offer. Each week is personalized for the attending class with CBE employees and 
community members sharing their expertise while working alongside students.
 

“The students learned that 
there is a world beyond 

their neighbourhood. 
That there are a variety 

of socio-economic areas 
and population in our city. 

Also, to take the time to 
explore and appreciate our 

downtown area and all it 
has to offer.”

-Teacher

Introduction

Students experiment with the 
photography technique of 

juxtaposition
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“2School helped us see 
urban spaces through 
many different lenses, 
so we could include 
everyone in designs.”  
-Student

Learning

Students meet with Chief 
Superintendent Usih 
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Students are immersed in education and come to understand how it 
serves citizens.  Students explore stories and  have direct experiences 
with spaces and places which help them develop a greater connection 
to the Calgary community and their own identity as a Calgarian. Students 
also create change as they realize their importance in shaping their city 
and the reciprocity that accompanies being connected to community.

Each week is designed to be transformative for the participating class. The 
program is also intended to be an integral part of the students’ yearlong 
study.  Teachers participating are offered the following throughout the 
year:
	

	 n Three in-person workshops with our coordinator team exploring  
  ways to integrate experiential place-based learning through  
  multiple lenses.  
	 n Journaling workshop and Journey into Journalling Resource.  
  This allows teachers to learn techniques to share with their   
  students in how to slow  down, capture, document and analyze  
  their experiences.
	 n Four virtual workshops. Campus Calgary/Open Minds Coordinator/    
  Collaborator led workshops designed to share a concept and     
  accompanying task or journal technique
	 n Weekly newsletter to all participating classes highlighting what is     
  happening in our schools and in our city, community celebrations     
  and current events that connect their studies and curriculum (Alberta    
  Program of Studies). The newsletter introduces teachers to resources    
  that support learning in their classroom.
	 n Community explorations. These are embedded throughout the year with the intent   
  to get teachers and students out in their school community to observe and document  
  their findings through journaling.  Feedback has been very positive as it supports   
  teaching and learning.
 
This report aims to offer insight into how a week at 2School was embedded into a year of 
learning in the 2021– 2022 school year, highlighting our many partners.
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Partnerships are an integral part of the 2School program.  Each week is uniquely designed 
specifically for that class. Students walk in the footsteps of the experts working side by side  
CBE staff and community partners.

How Do Our Stories Shape Our Past, Inform Our Present and Change Our Future?

Grade 4/5 and 5/6 students from Thorncliffe School asked the question, How do our  
stories shape our past, inform our present and change our future?

Grade 4/5 students examined the history of Calgary and Alberta’s past by exploring the 
role that the Bow and Elbow rivers have in shaping our city today. They 
acknowledged the Blackfoot Camp Mokinstsis as being historically significant as part of 
the roots of our city and the need to recognize the influence that the Blackfoot had on 
where people settled and how our city has grown in population and size. 

Students also experienced the Residential School Memorial to the Children located 
outside City Hall as well as the Legacy of Hope Exhibit at the CBE Education center. This 
memorial was established by indigenous communities to honour the children who did 
not return home from residential schools. They reflected on the legacy that residential 
schools had, and continue to have, on generations of Indigenous peoples in Canada and 
that knowing these truths help us understand the wrongdoings in our collective history 
and how to make better decisions moving forward.

2

Partnerships Grade 4/5 & 5/6

Students journal at the 
Residential School Memorial

“I feel like I always grow as a teacher when I spend time outside the 
classroom, looking at the world from a different perspective.”
-Teacher



| 2021 - 22 Annual Report

Partnerships
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             Grade 6

Grade 4/5 and 5/6 students examined the human-created wetlands 
located in Eau Claire park as a way for the city to manage stormwater. 
Students identified the storm drains while walking through the  
downtown as ways that water from rooftops and streets moves into 
storm drains, some filtered but many unfiltered prior to entering our 
rivers. Students examined the importance of wetlands, natural and 
manufactured, as ways to filter water prior to it entering rivers and 
streams. Students documented the many animal habitats that  
wetlands create as well as how they capture carbon and provide a 
biodiverse environment to combat climate change and the  
“heat island” effect that cities create.

Do We Go From Here?

Students from St. Philip collaborated with Kristine Thoreson, founder 
and director of Junction North Gallery and University of Calgary 
professor in the Art History Department to document and capture their findings 
throughout their field study. Their photos highlight how Calgary has changed 
over time and what challenges we face as citizens moving forward during this 
time in history.

Questions that Students examined:

Students journal at 
Contemporary Calgary

What do we know to be true?
How are we doing? What is mental health and well-being?
How are cities solving problems around inclusion?
What challenges face Calgary Catholic School District? What is  
being done about our learning?
How have citizen’s made change happen?

n

n

n

n

Students explore wetlands  
in Eau Claire Park
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Grade 7

What Does An Inclusive Community Look Like?

Grade 7 students from Queen Elizabeth asked the question, What does an inclusive 
community look like? They examined this question through the lens of how they might 
look at different perspectives to determine what is needed in a community so it can 
serve all citizens.

One concept they explored was the housing options that were available in the Beltline 
community. They observed that most residents live in condos and apartments while 
there were single family homes in a neighboring community. The choice and availability 
of housing resulted in the demographic of the community being largely designed for 
young adults with some families and seniors residing in it as well. Access to amenities 
enabled people to move around easily with or without having a car and they were 
close to schools and libraries. Students reflected on their own access to amenities in the 
communities they live in noting that some communities privilege car ownership and 
single family housing over others making the community less inclusive.

Students met with Ground Cubed Landscape Architect, Justin Bahia to learn about 
inclusive playground design. Students heard about the history of Universal Design in 
architecture and how it arose from the Americans with Disabilities Act  (ADA) in the 
1990s to change the way buildings and structures could be designed to be inclusive 
for all people. This change has impacted playground design and students were able to 
evaluate and analyze existing playgrounds in the downtown community to determine 
how inclusive, or not, they are.

What are the Internal and 
External Forces on the 

Wonderland Sculpture? 

How are parks designed  
for all citizens?

“There are so many nuances within how the city addresses its citizens' quality 
of life concerns. These nuances can become far more noticeable when we 

slow down and observe carefully.”
-Teacher
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Partnerships

How is our city working with nature?

Grade 7

“Being downtown 
allowed us to see a 
change of scenery that 
we normally do not get 
to experience while in 
school. It allowed us to 
see things through our 
very own eyes, our own 
perspectives and fostered 
a positive learning 
environment for all.”
-Student

What can we learn about vernacular design from Present 
day architecture? Students journal at 707 5th Street 
building 

Students reflected on the many ways our city communicates to us through the built 
environment. One student’s reflection demonstrates the change in their thinking from before 
their week at 2School to after:

I never looked around and asked questions about what I was walking on, living in and playing on. I just 
never thought that it mattered. Now I know that the ways our city is built matter a great deal. To those 
who use it and those who are unable to use and access it. These things matter and I will always  
be asking questions about what I see now.
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Riverside Students learn 
about urban design from 

the Calgary Municipal Land 
Corporation (CMLC) 

Partnerships Grade 7

How Can We Use Urban Design To Improve the Lives of Citizens?

Grade 7 students from Riverside school spent the year examining issues related to urban 
planning and design and how it shapes the way we interact with each other, our environment 
and the impact it has on sustainability. 

Students met with Jewel Chan and Jack Olsen from the Calgary Municipal Land 
Corporation (CMLC) to discover how the East Village has utilized design techniques. The 
East Village is rich with history and has gone through major transformations over the past 
100 years. Students were able to learn how the CMLC collaborated with other cities around 
the world to learn how to solve issues around crime, foster belonging in the community 
and working with environmental factors to build, create and honour the East Village with a 
focus on design and sustainability.

During the year, Students were documenting and collecting data on traffic and pedestrian 
patterns in front of their school in order to determine safe travel practises before and after 
school. Students had the opportunity to meet with Srimal Ranasinghe from Sustainable 
Calgary, a non-profit organization who  work at the intersection of public health, equity, 
active transportation and urban design to move Calgary towards a sustainable future. 
Sustainable Calgary has partnered with 3 schools in Calgary to design streets with kids 
to make them safer to get to and from school. Riverside students learned about the 
inspiration, process, challenges and implementation that go into urban design at a local 
level. They then took these ideas abc to school to see what they could do to activate 
change in their community. 

“2school helped me build my understanding about diversity between the 
housing and the parks and it showed me that something always has a 
reason no matter how diverse they are.” 
-Student
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DiscoverConnecting

Students experiment 
with zoom in zoom out 
photography

Participating in the 2School program gives students 
the opportunity to connect to their school in new 
ways.  Many students don’t realize that the CBE is more 
than their school; they are a part of the almost 125,000 
students who attend 246 CBE schools. Many students 
have never spent so much time downtown. Whether it 
is an examination of the value of public spaces, or how 
we collaborate within our community, students’ worlds 
become larger when they venture outside the four walls 
of their classroom. Students felt a greater connection to 
their school community and to their city after attending 
2School, building on their own identity formation and 
enhancing their sense of place-meaning.
 
2School students understand we all have a responsibility to create the type of community 
we wish to live in. After attending 2School, many students were able to think of ways they 
could make a difference in their own community. Riverside students have begun the planning 
process for creating a safe and active way that students can travel to and from school as well 
as designing a way for their bike locker to be aesthetically designed and deter vandalism and 
bike theft. Earl Grey School has begun a letter writing campaign to their school administration, 
school and parent council to advocate for an inclusive playground space including a Gaga ball 
court to help meet the needs of the school and broader community. Grade 3 classes at Hidden 
Valley school have planned and implemented community field studies each Friday as a way 
to connect their curriculum and experience at 2School with their school community. They 
have been examining how colour, shape and design in Hidden Valley impact the wellness of 
themselves and each other. Throughout the year, students involved in this experiential method 
of learning, gained a deeper appreciation for their voice and how they can influence change.

Engagement Statistics

540  students 

  24  classes

  24  teachers

    9  school board trustees

321  parent volunteers

 27 CBE teaching staff

90+  school board, city and   
  community experts

  
 7  education assistants 

 2  administrative staff

   7  student teachers

 20 classes from the 
  Calgary Board of Education

   4  classes  from the Calgary   
  Catholic School Division  
  District
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We’re proud of our accomplishments this year2021-22 Program

How are the histories of 
Calgary's Chinatown being 

celebrated?

“2school helped 
me understand and 

appreciate the efforts 
and thoughts 

that went into making 
this city a beautiful place” 

-Student

Date Big Idea/Inquiry Question School Grade

October 4-7 & 21, 2021
October 12-15 & 20, 2021

What does an inclusive community look like? Queen Elizabeth High School 7

October 25-29
November 15-19, 2021

How do our stories tell us about our past, inform our 
present and change our future?

Thorncliffe Elementary School 4 

November 1-5, 2021 How does our city address equity, diversity and 
inclusion?

Cambrian Heights Elementary School 5/6

November 22-26, 2021 What are the stories in our community? St. Isidor On-line School 1

November 29- December  3, 
2021

How can I be a changemaker? St. Rita Elementary School 1/2

December 6-9 & 13, 2021
January 4-7 & February 14, 2022

Where do we go from here? St. Philip Elementary School 6

January 10-14, 2022 What is literacy? Branton Jr. High 6

January 17-21, 2022
January 24-28, 2022

How does creativity and innovation improve our 
quality of life?

Earl Gray School 1

February 7-11, 2022
February 22-25 & March 15, 
2022

How do we care for the things we love? Ranchlands School 5/6

February 28-March 4, 2022
March 7-10 & 14, 2022

What is the relationship between design and 
diversity?

Elbow Park School 6

March 28-April 1, 2022
April 13 & 19-22, 2022
April 25-29, 2022

How can we use urban design to improve the lives of 
citizens?

Riverside School 7

April 4-8, 2022
May 2-6, 2022
May 9-13, 2022
May 16-19 & 24, 2022

How do the stories of the past shape the landscapes 
of the future?

Mount Royal Jr. High School 7

May 30-June 3, 2022 How does colour, shape and design impact well-
being?

Hidden Valley School  3
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The Beltline Communities of Connaught and Victoria Park 

The 2School program would not have been a success without the region of the Beltline, which includes the 
communities of Connaught and Victoria Park as well as other businesses and people in Calgary’s downtown and 
inner city neighbourhoods. Calgary is rich with businesses and organizations that are integral to the growth and 
vitality of our city. Through the lens of public education, community organizations work with schools to help explore 
their big idea/inquiry questions. These organizations, spaces and people provide rich and thoughtful learning 
experiences which challenge and push students to take their learning to a deeper level of understanding.

Thank you to our partners for devoting their time and expertise to work with our students:

Your support has made a difference. 
Your support has made a difference. 2School is fortunate to have the continued support of the CBE Board of Trustees, 
the CCSD Board of Trustees, CBE and CCSD superintendents, as well as many CBE employees who welcome students 
to their workplace.

Thanks

9

Students explore Cree and 
Metis Stories through BUMP 
Mural

“We have a better 
understanding in how 
communities make 
decisions, how we choose 
to make our cities the way 
we want them and how 
that impacts those that live 
in and around it.” 
-Student

 n Beltline Community Association
 n Battistella Developments
 n The Bow (building)
 n Brookfield Place (building)
 n Calgary Board of Education (CBE)
 n Calgary Catholic School District (CCSD)
 n Calgary Municipal Land Corporation (CMLC)
 n Calgary Public Library 
   - Memorial Park branch
   - Central branch 
 n Calgary Chinese Community Association
 n Calgary Chinese Cultural Center
 n Cenovus Energy
 n City Hall School
 n City Hall Municipal Building
 n The City of Calgary Planning, Development and  
  Assessment Department
 n The City of Calgary Public Art, Culture and  
  Recreation Department
 n Contemporary Calgary
 n CUPS
 n Devonian Gardens

 n Dialog Design 
 n Eau claire Market
 n Enmax
 n Grace Presbyterian Church
 n Ground Cubed Landscape Architecture
 n Good Life Fitness
 n Junction North Gallery
 n Kit Interior Objects
 n Lougheed House
 n Mark on 10th
 n The Mustard Seed
 n Newzones Gallery
 n Nexen Inc.
 n O2 Planning + Design
 n Phil and Sebastian Coffee
 n Safeway Ltd (Beltline Location)
 n Southland Transportation
 n Sustainable Calgary
 n Telus Sky (building)
 n Urban Fare Market
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