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Return to City Centre
This year, City Hall School had the
opportunity to return to its classroom in the
Municipal Building even though there were
still many uncertainties around the
program. Students were thrilled to leave
their school and explore the City of Calgary.
After two years of no field trip
opportunities, students had a fresh
perspective of the world around them.
Schools from all over the city hopped on
city buses to celebrate the City of Calgary.
Students had many opportunities to explore
Calgary through diverse lenses; historical,
Students journaling on Stephen Avenue.

“I just liked the
welcoming feeling,
everyone was so nice and
happy to have us there,
no matter the public or
the city hall people, plus
the super kind presenters
from C.E.M.A,
transportation planning,
city planning, Councillors
and Mayor Gondek!”
~ Grade 6 Student

natural, artistic, architectural, city services,
and community services. They participated in exciting
moments, including watching the new council members get
sworn in, meeting Olympic athletes, and watching movies being
made. Journaling was used to assist students to make sense of
the world around them.
Classes used big questions to guide their week at City Hall
School. The big questions influenced the activities, community
walks, and the experts that students met with during their
week. This year, the main themes were being an active citizen,
connections, and Calgary’s identity.

How does City Hall
School work?
City Hall School is a five-day field study that is
jointly run by The City of Calgary’s Calgary
Neighborhoods’ business unit and Campus
Calgary/Open Minds. Teachers applied to City
Hall School the previous spring. Any Calgary
school be it public, Catholic, independent, or

Students journaling in an empty Council Chambers.

charter is welcome as well as students from grades 3
to 12. When crafting their application, teachers consider their big question that will encompass
their whole school year. Since City Hall School is not just a weeklong experience, teachers keep
their big questions alive all year long. Teachers participate in many professional development
opportunities to further their practice and add to their students’ experience.
Every week is personalized to each class’s big question and needs. Returning to in-person
programming started with meeting experts virtually in the City Hall School classroom and being
outside. By the end of the school year, students were able
to meet in person with most experts and explore further
into the community.
Mayor Gondek found time each week to meet classes
either virtually or in person. Every class met with their
school’s councillor, and some had a chance to enter the
Council Chambers. Students learned from a multitude of
experiences, including City of Calgary experts, community
experts, community walks, observation, and journaling.
City Hall School offers a look into the municipal
government, how decisions are made, how the city is run,
and how students can be active citizens.

Students exploring city artifacts.

City Hall School classes have many opportunities to
participate in public engagement with the city. Some
classes learned about the public engagement process
with a public engagement team. Teachers used the
Explore Your Street Survey when they were back at the
classroom to let the city know about their thoughts
about their community. All classes had the opportunity
to engage in the Calgary Community Anti-Racism
Strategy, Calgary’s Bird vote, and the Drought Resilience
Plan. City Hall School classes are ending their year by
creating lawn signs to encourage Calgary drivers to slow
down as part of the Neighbourhoods Streets Pilot Policy.
Students became active citizens as they took part in
public engagement about the city’s Drought
Resilience Plan at the Central Library.

Exploring the downtown community through walks
is an important part of City Hall School. To give the
walks purpose, students did emotional mapping and
empathy walks. Emotional mapping is a tool found in
Sustainable Calgary’s “Reimagining Catwalks
Playbook.” Emotional mapping allows students to
reflect on the emotions they felt at different areas
downtown. Students reflected on how to improve
the spaces where they had negative feelings.
Emotional mapping is a tool that teachers can use to
help students design ways to improve their school
and home community. Empathy walks had students
experience the community from different
perspectives. Students thought about how the walk
would be for someone with mobility issues, different
ages, or any limitation. This walk helps students
articulate what changes need to be made to improve
the community to be inclusive.

“I enjoyed sketching my
surroundings and doing sketch
notes while observing artifacts and
buildings and people moving
through different spaces.”
~ Grade 6 Student

Students investigating what to value from the past
while exploring the Rundle Ruins.

Indigenous Connections
City Hall School students were engaged in aspects of Truth and Reconciliation through
journaling, conversations, and reflection. In the White Goose Flying Report, City Hall School has
been identified as a space to work towards truth and reconciliation through learning
opportunities on Indigenous awareness. Students learned about Canada’s true history, the lives
of Indigenous People today, and the importance of connecting to the land.
Every City Hall School student’s first stop was at the Residential School memorial on the steps
of the Municipal Building. While students honoured the children, they journaled reflecting on
their wonders, thoughts, and feelings. The memorial sparked many conversations about dire
mistakes made in Canada’s history and the ongoing impacts. The Indigenous Relations Office
was an integral part of City Hall School this year. Students gained a deeper understanding of the
importance of land acknowledgments and working towards reconciliation. Students learned
about the White Goose Flying Report and actions they can make towards reconciliation.
Being on the land was important for students. On Prince’s Island, the Urban Society for
Aboriginal Youth has a virtual art gallery created by young people. When students viewed the
art piece, it opened a conversation about the lasting impact of Residential Schools. Students
noticed the symbols, colours, and stories being told in the art pieces. Every class explored the
confluence, where the Elbow River and the Bow River meet. Students learned that the
confluence was a gathering space for Indigenous People. Students reflected on the natural area
and the importance of preserving nature in the inner city.

Students journaling at the memorial.

Students looking through a phone
to see the virtual art gallery.

A student journaling along the river.

Student reflections after City Hall School from St. Thomas Aquinas School.
Their big question was “How do cultures affect community and citizenship?”

Students from Chaparral School
created art in response to hearing
about Calgary’s Downtown Plan.
Their theme was “We need a new
vibe” which was a slogan a member
of the downtown plan shared with
them. Their art style was inspired
by artist Michelle Hoogveld who
created the art for the 4th St. SE
and Macleod Trail underpasses.

City Hall School Schedule 2021-2022
Week

School

Grade Ward

Focus of Study

October 13-15
20-21
October 25-29
November 1-5

West Dalhousie School

6

4

How are we connected?

West Dalhousie School
West Dalhousie School

6
5

4
4

How are we connected?
How are we connected?

November 15-19
November 29-Dec
3
December 6-9 &
13
January 10-14

West Dalhousie School
Nellie McClung School

5
6

4
11

How are we connected?
What is power?

Nellie McClung School

6

11

What is power?

Branton School

6

7

What is literacy?

January 17-21

Twelve Mile Coulee
School
Twelve Mile Coulee
School
St. Sylvester School

6

1

6

1

5

1

Chaparral School

6

14

February 23-25 &
March 14-15

Chaparral School

6

14

February 28March 4

Chaparral School

6

14

March 7-11

St. Sylvester School

5

1

March 28-April 1

Wilma Hansen School

6

14

April 4-8

West Ridge School

6

6

April 11-13 & 1920
April 25-29

West Ridge School

6

6

West Ridge School

6

6

May 9-13
May 16-17, 19 &
24-25
May 30-June 3

St. Mark School
St. Thomas Aquinas
School
St. Thomas Aquinas
School

6
5/6

10
6

6

6

How does the process impact the
outcome?
How does the process impact the
outcome?
How can we create change in our
community?
What should we value and keep
from the past while moving
forward?
What should we value and keep
from the past while moving
forward?
What should we value and keep
from the past while moving
forward?
How can we create change in our
community?
There is power we have that can
impact our community and
environment.
How does knowledge empower
us?
How does knowledge empower
us?
How does knowledge empower
us?
What are our responsibilities?
How do cultures affect
community and citizenship?
How does governance impact our
communities?

January 24-28
February 1-3 & 14
& 16
February 7-11

2021-2022 Statistics
21

515

Students

Classes
16 from Calgary Board

21 Teachers
3 School Administration
2 Educational Assistants
6 Student-Teachers
159 Volunteers

8

Council
members plus
Mayor Gondek

of Education

5 from Calgary Catholic
School District

14

23

Community
Experts

City of Calgary
Experts

Students observing Stephen Avenue in the +15 system.

Thank you to The City of Calgary
Thank you to all The City of Calgary staff who shared their expertise with City Hall School.
Calgary Community AntiRacism Program
Jyoti Grewal
Lorelei Higgins
Ariam Wolde-Giorgis
Calgary Community
Standards
Hayley Ashton
Bradley Johnson
Calgary Emergency
Management Agency
John Acheson
Calgary Neighbourhoods
Debbie Belgrave
Samantha Burdett
Korey Carter
Ian Chiasson
Arlas Gillies
Hang-Yee Kan
Tami Nisbet
Brenda Pineda
Jaspreet Sandhu
Wendy Sliworsky
Yu mi Won

Calgary Transit
Mandeep Dhesi
Amanvir Sarao
Jaskaran Singh

Downtown Strategy
Jason Cameron
Indigenous Relations
Office
Harold Horsefall
Sherri Kellock

City Clerk’s Office
City Archives

Office of the Mayor
Mayor Jyoti Gondek
Naomi Pulliam
Catherine Seymour
Jenelle Wohlberg

City Planning
Lisette Burga Ghersi
Derek Pomreinke
Tom Schlodder
Kate van Fraassen
Councillors and Staff
Councillor Gian-Carlo Carra
Councillor Andre Chabot
Councillor Peter Demong
Councillor Kourtney Penner
Councillor Richard Pootmans

Councillor Sonya Sharp
Councillor Terry Wong

Public Engagement
Dave Pascut
Catriona White
Transportation Planning
Jacquelyn Oriold
Waste & Recycling
Michelle Dias
Clayton Roth

“City planning needs to do a lot of
things to build a city, it is a big process.
The more time that they take the
better the city will be because they are
taking their time, but C.E.M.A. has to
do it very quickly”

“It’s a complicated process, everyone has
to work together for the better of the
city. Everyone in this workforce works
hard at their jobs, it’s just so amazing to
learn about the process and how it
works. It’s a lot of work, but very cool”

~ Grade 5 Student

~ Grade 6 Student

Thank you, Calgary
Thank you to all the Calgary community members who shared their expertise with City Hall School.

Alice Lam
Calgary Board of Education: Calvin Davies,
Andrea Holowka, Chris Meaden, and
Christopher Usih.
Calgary Catholic School District: Bryan
Szumlas, Helmut Kaiser, Kevin DeForge
Calgary Catholic Immigration Services:
Ahlam Fakih, Hannan Sobh
Calgary Public Library: Christine Hayes,
Joanne Peace
Calgary Stampede Foundation: Christine
Leppard

Campus Calgary/Open Minds: Rita Boechler,
Natasha McKay, Jennifer Meredith
CUPS Calgary Society: Juliet Burgess
Elements: Maria Ochitwa, Sabrina Sbarzella
Fridays for Future: Sasha Adamova,
Anastacia Raniuk
Mustard Seed: Cecily Letendre
Urban Society for Aboriginal Youth (USAY):
IndigiTRAILS

“There are so many ways to get involved in your community and that even they,
as young as they are, have a voice and can implement action and change.”
~ Grade 6 Teacher

Students considering how an activated space makes them feel.

Conclusion
City Hall School is a highlight for hundreds of Calgary students’ school year, especially after two
years of virtual learning and locked-down schools. Even before the pandemic, students often
only experienced certain parts of their community and missed out on spaces outside of their
norm. Students were able to explore Calgary’s downtown community and encounter things
they have never seen before. Students were amazed by the beautiful buildings, public art, the
central library, and downtown natural areas. Teachers gained the confidence to expand their
classrooms into the community. City Hall School participants leave the five-day field study with
a new sense of citizenship.
“In the future, I will talk to my councillors about issues, respect the
opinions in my community and put Calgary's best interest in issues.”
~ Grade 5 Student

Students enjoying the Calgary skyline on The Rise on St. Patrick’s Island.

