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ñI learned to look deeply at objects.  I learned to be 

more thoughtful and ask more questions.ò  

Gr. 3 Student
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Glenbow Museum School is entering 

its 25th year, one of six Open Minds 

sites supported by Chevron Canada.  

Teachers bring their classes for a 

hands on, immersive experience that 

connects their learning at school to 

their discoveries at Glenbow.  

Working with the Museum School 

Coordinators, each teacher plans a 

week for their students that is 

ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƭŀǎǎΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

interests. 
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More people interacting with art, culture and ideas more often

Year in Review

This year we had the good fortune to participate in óSummerVisionô.  This is described as ñart-based, site-

specific expeditionary learning in critical response and creative expressionò developed by the NAEA that 

takes place in Washington DC in partnership with the Smithsonian museums and National Galleries.  The 

focus of the week was enhancing creativity through visual journaling and visual literacy through gallery 

exploration and critical looking.  It was an immersive and challenging week. We were able to find new 

ways of engaging with art and objects and in turn, share that knowledge in both of our teacher workshops 

and in a workshop presented by CCOM for 2018/2019 teachers.  

In response to teachers and volunteers concerning language and gender within our school programs, we 

hosted a workshop presented by the Calgary Centre for Sexuality.  This was attended by educators from 

the Glenbow and interested Site Coordinators from CCOM.  This informative workshop started 

discussions regarding appropriate use of language to create inclusive and safe spaces in our classrooms 

and sites as well as helping us consider our own biases.  We look forward to revisiting these topics with 

our team as our new year begins.

Another highlight was a workshop we organized for the Glenbow educators presented by ourselves and 

two of our Museum School specialists - actor, writer and storyteller Lana Skaug, and artist and educator, 

Ewa Sniatycka.  This workshop was well attended and focused on óOpen Mindsô ways of sharing art and 

objects with students, focusing on embodying, movement, sensory involvement and concept over content.  

The success of this full day workshop has bolstered our plans to create a multi-day symposium in the 

future.

In January we hosted two teachers in training from Australia (during what may have been the coldest 

week they had ever experienced!).  This is a study abroad program, Teaching Across Borders (TAB), 

facilitated by the University of Calgaryôs Werklund School of Education.  TAB has partnered with CCOM 

to link their students with a variety of sites for a full week of immersion in our programs and it was great to 

see the student teachers sharing stories with students in the class.

Glenbow underwent some changes this year and we now have some beautiful new galleries to work with.   

Watching students interact with the new art in our ñOn Locationò gallery and their fascination with ñDiorò 

was delightful. We look forward to another great year. 

ñI learned that I can learn 

anything.  I want to learn 

because I know that I am 

capable.ò

Gr. 3 Student
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This year, 

18 Glenbow Experts worked with students:
Marianne Breault Conservator

Judy Dofoo Museum Educator

Heather Dumka Conservator

Sheldon First Rider First Nations Educator (Kainai)

Katie Fisher Collections

Amanda Foote Coordinator Museum School

Cory Gross Museum Educator

Lisa Isley Conservator

Ashley Johnston Museum Educator

Ty Larner Museum Educator

Marnie McCormack Coordinator Museum School

Marcia Slater Artifact Technician

Dorothy Stickles Museum Educator

Amy Walton Museum Educator

Charmaine Warne Discovery Room Educator

Leanne Wirch Museum Educator

Adrian Wolfleg First Nations Educator (Siksika)

Clarence Wolfleg First Nations Educator/Drummer(Siksika) 

éand 3 Community Experts worked with students:
Jessica McMann Musician, Dancer

Roberta Rees Writer

Ewa Sniatycka Artist
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Museum School  

Special Guests

òDuring our time with Ewa the children could 

use their ideas for story writing, math 

(shapes, lines), social studies (culture, 

belonging).ò

Gr. 2 Teacher

Students working 

with writer, Roberta 

Rees, using their 

senses and 

imagination to 

uncover stories.

Exploring art with 

artist,  Ewa

Sniatycka in the 

ñOn Locationò 

gallery Learning to tell 

stories using Hoops 

with dancer and 

musician, Jessica 

McMann.
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2018-2019: Museum School Numbers

Teachers

30

Schools

16

180
Programs by Writers, 

Artists, Artifact 

Technicians, 

Museum Educators, 

Kainai & Siksika

Liaisons.

Calgary 

Board of 

Education

Schools

12

Calgary 

Catholic 

Schools

4

Weeks 

28

239
Parent Volunteers, 

Teaching Assistants, 

School Principals, 

Librarians,

Student Teachers, 

Grandparents, 

Retired teachers, 

Observers.

4 
Glenbow 

lead Teacher 

Workshops

Students
Grades 1- 7

621
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Application Statistics:  20 year overview
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WEEKS

REQUESTED

42 59 65 49 49 47 54 41 47 55 63 58 89 50 60 53 32 43 51 46

WEEKS 

REJECTED

14 31 37 21 21 19 27 13 19 27 35 30 60 23 33 24 3 15 24 20

WEEKS 

ACCEPTED

28 28 28 28 28 28 27 28 28 28 28 28 29 27 27 29 29 28 27 26

Applications for  

2018 -2019 

School Year
Weeks 

Requested

Weeks 

Accepted

Calgary Board of 

Education 28 20

Calgary Catholic  

Board 14 8



Participating Classes:  28 classes/weeks
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Date School Teacher Grade Date School Teacher Grade

Sept 10

Sept 17

Manmeet Singh 

Bhullar

Manmneet S B

J. Roycroft

A. Brophy

4/5

4/5

Feb. 4

Feb 19

Brentwood

St. Philip

H. Grove (S.Karas)

K. Stodalka

1

3

Sept. 24

Oct. 1

Manmeet S B

Vincent Massey

B. McGee

S. Hatler

4/5

7

Feb 25

Mar 4

St. Philip

Acadia

S. Gerein

C. Stubbs

3

2

Oct. 15

Oct. 29

Vincent Massey

Dr. Roberta 

Bondar

L. Lauzier

L. Oliver

7

3

Mar 11

Apr 1

John Ware

Eric Harvie

L. Oleson

K. Ross

7

1/2

Nov 5

Nov 13

Our Lady Fatima

Our Lady Fatima

C. Lamont

J. Gibnew

4

4
Apr 8

Apr 15

Eric Harvie

Eric Harvie

S. Le

S. Day

1/2

1/2

Nov 19

Nov. 26

Our Lady Fatima

Chaparral

J. Wells

C. Maron

4

3

Apr 29

May 6

St. Damien

St. Damien

A. Gregory

M. Kelly

3

3

Jan 7

Jan. 14

Dalhousie

Panorama Hills

N. Canji

S. LeVesconte

4

4

May 13

May 27

Richmond

Alex Munro

S. Jarvis

A. Close

5/6

1/2

Jan 21

Jan 28

Panorama Hills 

Brentwood

A. Laser

M. Thomas

4

1

June 3

June 10

Alex Munro

St. Dominic

C. Hettiaratchi

S. Hall

1/2

4



Survey Results: Teacher
My ability to identify and create relevant and authentic 

connections among disciplines has increased and 

deepened.
ñInquiry is finding its way into other areas of my teaching. 

We do quite a bit more exploration, and I am learning to 

take a step back while they discover some things on their 

own. There is a lot more room for imaginations to 

play.ò Gr. 1 teacher

ñWorking with a variety of artifacts and arts and building 

from student journaling made it easy to make cross 

curricular connections.ò Gr. 5/6 teacher

Strongly 
Agree

Agree

Neutral
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ñI was able to observe students from afar and see their 

eyes get bigger, or their voices get louder, or see them 

move in closer when something sparked their interest. I 

could then move in and get them to think more deeply 

about what they became fascinated with..ò

Gr. 4 Teacher
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Survey Results: Teacher
Personalizing learning comes from an awareness of 

students' strengths and needs.  My ability to 

personalize learning has grown.

Strongl
y 

Agree
45%

Agree
40%

Survey Results: 

Teacher
Because of my involvement in 

Open Minds, I am more likely to 

practice inquiry-based 

learning/teaching on a regular 

basis going forward.

Strongly 
Agree

Agree


