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CBE Mission

Each student, in keeping with their individual abilities and gifts, will complete high school with a
foundation of learning necessary to thrive in life, work and continued learning.

The Early
Years

The early years are a time of significant development in a child’s life. Personalized attention is
extremely beneficial to early learners; that is what sets our early learning programs apart from the rest.
At the Calgary Board of Education, we understand that children bring their own unique talents and gifts
to their learning experience. Our dedicated staff know how to help children reach their full potential.

Learning
Opportunities

In Kindergarten, your child will:
 Explore and experiment with their environment
 Interact with others
 Develop decision-making skills
 Build communication skills
 Develop their knowledge and skills in early literacy, early numeracy, physical and social skills,
creative expression and community awareness

Supports and
Services

The Calgary Board of Education provides enhanced classroom supports for Kindergarten children.
Throughout the year, members of a multidisciplinary team, such as speech language pathologists,
occupational therapists, physical therapists and early learning strategists work collaboratively with the
classroom teacher and interact with the children in large or small groups. The CBE is proud of the
excellent services that enhance learning for children in our kindergarten programs.

Parent
Involvement

There are many ways for you to become involved in your child’s education:
ensure your child has a consistent and predictable school routine
talk with your child each day about what they did at school
be positive about the school experience
consider attending and be active in school council meetings

Learn More

Additional early learning information and links to useful resources can be found at
cbe.ab.ca/kindergarten

Starting kindergarten is an exciting time in a child’s life and there are a number of
ways that you can help prepare your child for this important experience. Talking about
school and helping your child feel excited about going to kindergarten will make a
positive difference.
Learn about the school:
 take your child to the school playground (when available)
 attend the school’s kindergarten information session (when available)
 review the school website
Build your child’s independence by encouraging them to:
 dress themselves (zippers, buttons, Velcro)
 use the washroom on their own
 put away toys and help out in other small ways at home
 make choices and solve problems
Take time to talk with your child about everyday activities:
 share special activities together, such as walks to the park
 talk about what you are seeing and doing
 talk, read, sing and play in your first language every day
 praise children for their efforts and courage to overcome setbacks
 talk about how it is okay to make mistakes
Read to your child every day:
 read stories together in your first language to help your child develop
vocabulary, listening and speaking skills
 enjoy reading different types of books: picture books, information books,
nursery rhymes, poetry
 encourage your child to talk about the pictures and stories as you read
together
 visit your community library (when possible)
Support your child’s social and emotional skills:
 provide opportunities for your child to play games that involve taking turns and
sharing materials
 support your child in naming their feelings, i.e. excited, frustrated, sad
 promote flexible thinking and actions by offering experiences that may be new
or unfamiliar
Build your child’s interest in literacy and numeracy:
 make a game of looking for letters and numbers on community signs and in
books
 provide scissors and playdough to strengthen fine motor skills
 provide opportunities for your child to draw with pencils, crayons and felt pens
 help your child print their first name, if they are interested
 make new discoveries by exploring together in a playful way

